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Introduction 


The following short book discusses some Lessons from the Life of the 
Holy Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, which have been discussed in 
the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 
and blessings be upon him. 


Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 


“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 


Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 
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Chapter 7 - Al A’raf, Verses 73-76 
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“And to the Thamud [We sent] their brother Salih. He said, "O my 
people, worship Allah; you have no deity other than Him. There has 
come to you clear evidence from your Lord. This is the she-camel of 

Allah [sent] to you as a sign. So leave her to eat within Allah's land and 
do not touch her with harm, lest there seize you a painful punishment. 


And remember when He made you successors after the ‘Aad and 
settled you in the land, [and] you take for yourselves palaces from its 
plains and carve from the mountains, homes. Then remember the favors 
of Allah and do not commit abuse on the earth, spreading corruption.” 


Said the eminent ones who were arrogant among his people to those 
who were oppressed - to those who believed among them, "Do you 
[actually] know that Salih is sent from his Lord?" They said, "Indeed we, 
in that with which he was sent, are believers." 


Said those who were arrogant, "Indeed we, in that which you have 
believed, are disbelievers."” 


“And to the Thamdd [We sent] their brother Salih...” 


Just like the Holy Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, has been called the 
brother of his nation as they belonged to one nation similarly, the 
muslims are also part of one nation and they must therefore fulfill the 
rights of other muslims. This applies to all muslims whether they are 
related or not and if they know each other or not. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6586, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared that the muslim 
nation is like one body. If any part of the body suffers pain the rest of the 
body shares in its pain. 


This Hadith, like many others, indicates the importance of not becoming 
so self-absorbed into one's own life thereby behaving as if the universe 
revolves around them and their problems. The Devil inspires a muslim to 
focus so much on their own life and their problems that they lose focus 
on the bigger picture which leads to impatience and causes them to 
become heedless of others thereby failing their duty in supporting others 
according to their means. A muslim should always bear this in mind and 
strive to aid others as much as they can. This extends to beyond 
financial help and includes all verbal and physical help such as good and 
sincere advice. 


Muslims should regularly observe the news and those who are in difficult 
situations all over the world. This will inspire them to avoid becoming 
self-centered and instead aid others. In reality, the one who only cares 


about themself is lower in rank than an animal as even they care about 
their offspring. In fact, a muslim should be better than animals by 
practically caring for others beyond their own family. 


Even though a muslim cannot remove all the problems of the world but 
they can play their part and help others according to their means as this 
is what Allah, the Exalted, commands and expects. 


“And to the Thamtd [We sent] their brother Salih... There has come 
to you clear evidence from your Lord...” 


The purpose of sending Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, is for them 
to be sincerely obeyed and followed. And they are one of the greatest 
signs of Allah, the Exalted. In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 
196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
advised that Islam is sincerity towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him. This includes striving to acquire 
knowledge in order to act on his traditions. These traditions include the 
ones related to Allah, the Exalted, in the form of worship, and his 
blessed noble character towards the creation. Chapter 68 Al Qalam, 
verse 4: 


"And indeed, you are of a great moral character." 


It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This 
has been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 
ie 


"..And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has 
forbidden you - refrain from..." 


Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of 
anyone else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path 
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 
Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31: 


"Say, [0 Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] 
Allah will love you and forgive you your sins..." 


One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his 
passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah 
be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and 
teach his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. 
Sincerity also includes loving those who love him and disliking those 
who criticise him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. 
This is all summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 
16. It advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, 
the Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown 
through actions not just words. 


“And to the Thamdtd [We sent] their brother Salih. He said, "O my 
people...”” 


In this address one can sense his sincerity for his people. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is 
sincerity towards the general public. This includes desiring the best for 
them at all times and showing this through one’s words and actions. It 
includes advising others to do good, forbidding them from evil, to be 
merciful and kind to others at all times. This can be summed up by a 
single Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 170. It warns that one 
cannot be a true believer until they love for others what they desire for 
themself. 


Being sincere to people is so important that according to the Hadith 
found in Sahih Bukhari, number 57, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, placed this duty next to establishing 
the obligatory prayer and donating the obligatory charity. From this 
Hadith alone one can understand its importance as it has been placed 
with two vital obligatory duties. 


It is a part of sincerity towards people that one is pleased when they are 
happy and sad whenever they are grieved as long as their attitude does 
not contradict the teachings of Islam. A high level of sincerity includes 
one going to extreme limits to make the lives of others better, even if this 
puts themself in difficulty. For example, one may sacrifice purchasing 


certain things in order to donate the wealth to the needy. Desiring and 
striving to always unite people on good is a part of sincerity towards 
others. Whereas, dividing others is a characteristic of the Devil. Chapter 
17 Al Isra, verse 53: 


“,..Satan certainly seeks to sow discord among them...” 


One way of uniting people is to veil the faults of others and advise them 
privately against sins. The one who acts in this way will have their sins 
veiled by Allah, the Exalted. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami 
At Tirmidhi, number 1426. Whenever possible one should advise and 
teach the aspects of religion and the important aspects of the world to 
others so that both their worldly and religious lives improve. A proof of 
one’s sincerity to others is that they support them in their absence for 
example, from the slander of others. Turning away from others and only 
worrying about oneself is not the attitude of a muslim. In fact, this is how 
most animals behave. Even if one cannot change the whole society they 
can still be sincere in helping those in their life, such as their relatives 
and friends. Simply put, one must treat others how they desire people to 
treat them. Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 77: 


“,..And do good as Allah has done good to you...” 


“And to the Thamtd [We sent] their brother Salih. He said, "O my 
people, worship Allah...”” 


True worship involves sincerity. In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim 
number 196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, advised that Islam is sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted. 


Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given 
by Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His 
pleasure. As confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all 
will be judged by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah, 
the Exalted, when performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this 
world or in the next. In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 3154, those who performed insincere deeds will be told 
on Judgement Day to seek their reward from those who they acted for, 
which will not be possible. Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5. 


"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere 
to Him in religion....." 


If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a 
lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to 
fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never 
burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al 
Baqarah, verse 286. 


"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity..." 


Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always 
choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim 
should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of 
Allah, the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their 
sins for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own 
desires. When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be 
for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has 
perfected their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu 
Dawud, number 4681. 


“And to the Thamtd [We sent] their brother Salih. He said, "O my 
people, worship Allah...”” 


True worship involves practically obeying Allah, the Exalted. 


Disbelief can be a literal rejecting of Islam or through actions, which 
involves disobeying Allah, the Exalted, even though one believes in Him. 
This can be clearly understood by an example. If an unaware person is 
warned by another of an approaching lion and the unaware person takes 
practical steps to obtain safety they will be considered someone who 
believed in the warning given to them as they adapted their behaviour 
based on the warning. Whereas, if the unaware person does not 
practically change their behaviour after being warned, people will 
suspect that they do not believe in the warning given to them even if the 
unaware person verbally claims belief in the warning given to them. 


Some people claim that their belief and obedience to their God is in their 
hearts and they therefore do not need to demonstrate it practically. 
Unfortunately, this foolish mentality has infected many Muslims who 
believe they possess a pure faithful heart even though they fail to fulfil 
the obligatory duties of Islam. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, has clearly declared in a Hadith found in Sunan 
lon Majah, number 3984, that when one's heart is pure the body 
becomes pure which means their actions become correct. But if one's 
heart is corrupt the body becomes corrupt which means their actions will 
be corrupt and incorrect. Therefore, the one who does not obey Allah, 
the Exalted, by fulfilling their duties practically can never have a pure 
heart. 


In addition, demonstrating one's faith in Allah, the Exalted, practically is 
their proof and evidence which is required on Judgment Day in order to 
be granted Paradise. Not having this practical evidence is as silly as a 
student who hands back a blank exam paper to their teacher claiming 
their knowledge is in their mind so they therefore do not need to write it 
down by answering the exam questions. The same way this student 
would undoubtedly fail so will a person who reaches Judgment Day 
without the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of fulfilling His 
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 
patience, even if they possess faith in their heart. 


“And to the Thamdtd [We sent] their brother Salih. He said, "O my 
people, worship Allah; you have no deity other than Him...”” 


There are many Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, which advise mankind that whoever testifies that 
there is none worthy of worship except Allah, the Exalted, and that the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, is the 
servant and final messenger of Allah, the Exalted, will be saved from the 
fire of Hell. One such example is found in Sahih Bukhari, number 128. 


The meaning of these Hadiths is that whoever dies while believing in this 
testimony will either enter Paradise and escape Hell or they will enter 
Hell to the extent of their sins and then eventually be allowed into 
Paradise where they will dwell forever. This has been advised in a 
Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 7510. 


It is important to note, that those who desire to enter Paradise without 
entering Hell first must not only declare their belief in Islam verbally but 
they must also fulfil its conditions and obligations. The testimony of faith 
is undoubtedly the key to Paradise but a key needs teeth in order to 
unlock a specific door. The teeth of the key to Paradise are its 
obligations and duties. Without them meaning, the key without its teeth, 
will not open the door to Paradise. This is proven through many Hadiths 
which indicate entry into Paradise requires one to fulfil the conditions 
and duties of Islam. For example, a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 
number 1397, indicates that the testimony must be supported by actions 
in the form of the pillars of Islam, such as establishing the obligatory 
prayers. 


The first part of the testimony namely, there is none worthy of worship 
save Allah, the Exalted, means that Allah, the Exalted, is the only One 
who must be obeyed and never disobeyed. When one accepts Allah, the 
Exalted, as their God they must not obey anything which leads to His 
disobedience as Allah, the Exalted, alone is their Master and they are 
only His slaves. But the moment one obeys anything which leads to the 
disobedience of Allah, the Exalted, then they have corrupted their belief 
in His Oneness which has been indicated in chapter 45 Al Jathiyah, 
verse 23: 


“Have you seen he who has taken as his god his [own] desire...” 


The Holy Quran has warned muslims that whoever commits sins is in 
reality worshipping the Devil as they have obeyed him over the 
obedience of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 36 Yaseen, verse 60: 


“Did | not enjoin upon you, O children of Adam, that you not worship 
Satan - [for] indeed, he is to you a clear enemy.” 


The muslims who reject their desires, the desires of others and the 
commands of the Devil and instead only obey Allah, the Exalted, have 
truly taken Allah, the Exalted, as their God. These muslims have been 
granted the protection of Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. These 
muslims have practically actualised the testimony of Islam as they 
supported their verbal and internal claim with sincere actions according 


to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 
be upon him. When one acts according to his traditions they have 
fulfilled the second aspect of the testimony namely, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, is the servant and final 
messenger of Allah, the Exalted. These muslims are the ones referred to 
in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 128. It advises they will be 
saved from the Hellfire by Allah, the Exalted. 


The person who declares Islam with the tongue and internally accepts it 
is undoubtedly a muslim but their true sincere belief in the Oneness of 
Allah, the Exalted, is diminished according to their sins. 


An aspect of truly acting on the testimony is sincerely loving Allah, the 
Exalted. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, has indicated this in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, 
number 4681. It advises that this is an aspect of perfecting one's faith. 
This is when one loves what Allah, the Exalted, loves and hates what He 
hates. As this was the characteristic of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, according to a Hadith found in Sunan 
lon Majah, number 2333, muslims have been commanded to follow him. 
Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31: 


“Say, [0 Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] 
Allah will love you and forgive you your sins...” 


It is clear from Islamic teachings that loving what Allah, the Exalted, 
hates and disliking what Allah, the Exalted, loves is a clear indication of 


a person following their own desires and obeying them over Allah, the 
Exalted. This attitude reduces one's belief in the Oneness of Allah, the 
Exalted. The following verse makes it clear that adopting this mentality is 
a deviation from true belief in the testimony of Islam. Chapter 9 At 
Tawbah, verse 24: 


“Say, [0 Muhammad], "If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your 
wives, your relatives, wealth which you have obtained, commerce 
wherein you fear decline, and dwellings with which you are pleased are 
more beloved to you than Allah and His Messenger and striving in His 
cause, then wait until Allah executes His command. And Allah does not 
guide the defiantly disobedient people."” 


The one who worships Allah, the Exalted, according to their own desires 
worships Him on the edge. Meaning, when they face times of ease they 
become pleased but when they encounter difficulties they turn away 
from His obedience in anger. Chapter 22 Al Hajj, verse 11: 


“And of the people is he who worships Allah on an edge. If he is touched 
by good, he is reassured by it; but if he is struck by trial, he turns on his 
face [to unbelief]. He has lost [this] world and the Hereafter. That is what 
is the manifest loss.” 


A Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6502, informs muslims how to 
correctly believe and act on the testimony of faith, which prevents one 
being harmed by the fire of Hell in the next world. This is to first 
complete the obligatory duties correctly while fulfilling all their conditions 


and etiquettes. Then one must add to this by performing voluntary 
righteous deeds, the best of which are the established traditions of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This leads 
to the love of Allah, the Exalted, and causes Allah, the Exalted, to 
empower every organ of their body so that they only obey Him. This true 
and sincere obedience is the fulfilment of the testimony of faith. This is 
the sound heart which contains only the love of Allah, the Exalted, and is 
free of worldly desires and the love of the material world. Chapter 26 
Ash Shu’ara, verses 88-89: 


“The Day when there will not benefit [anyone] wealth or children. But 
only one who comes to Allah with a sound heart." 


It is important to note, this does not mean a muslim becomes free from 
committing sins but it means they sincerely repent from them whenever 
they are rarely committed. 


To conclude, it is vital for muslims to not only declare the testimony of 
Islam internally and verbally but they must also show it in their actions as 
this is the only way to achieve true success in this world and completely 
escape punishment in the next world also. 


“_.. There has come to you clear evidence from your Lord...” 


In respect to this time, one of the greatest signs of Allah, the Exalted, 
which must be obeyed and followed is the Holy Quran. 


In a Hadith found in Imam Munzari's, Awareness and Apprehension, 
number 30, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, advised that the Holy Quran will intercede on Judgment Day. Those 
who follow it during their lives on Earth will be led to Paradise on 
Judgment Day. But those who neglect it during their lives on Earth will 
find that it pushes them into Hell on Judgment Day. 


The Holy Quran is a book of guidance. It is not merely a book of 
recitation. Muslims must therefore strive to fulfill all aspects of the Holy 
Quran to ensure that it guides them to success in both worlds. The first 
aspect is reciting it correctly and regularly. The second aspect is to 
understand it. And the final aspect is to act on its teachings according to 
the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him. Those who behave in such a manner are the ones who are 
given glad tidings of right guidance through every difficulty in this world 
and its intercession on the Day of Judgment. But as warned by this 
Hadith the Holy Quran is only guidance and a mercy for those who 
correctly act on its aspects according to the traditions of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But those who 
misinterpret it and instead act according to their desires in order to gain 
worldly things, such as fame, will be deprived of this right guidance and 
its intercession on Judgment Day. In fact, their complete loss in both 
worlds will only increase until they sincerely repent. Chapter 17 Al Isra, 
verse 82: 


“And We send down of the Quran that which is healing and mercy for the 
believers, but it does not increase the wrongdoers except in loss.” 


Finally, it is important to understand that even though the Holy Quran is 
a cure for worldly problems a muslim should not only use it for this 
purpose. Meaning, they should not only recite it in order to fix their 
worldly problems thereby, treating the Holy Quran like a tool which is 
removed during a difficulty and then placed back in a toolbox. The main 
function of the Holy Quran is to guide one to the hereafter safely. 
Neglecting this main function and only using it to fix one's worldly 
problems is not correct as it contradicts the behaviour of a true muslim. It 
is like the one who purchases a car with many different accessories yet, 
it possesses no engine. There is no doubt that this person is simply 
foolish. 


“_.. There has come to you clear evidence from your Lord...” 


In order to understand and act on the clear evidences granted by Allah, 
the Exalted, one must strive to gain and act on Islamic knowledge. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6853, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that whoever 
follows a path seeking knowledge Allah, the Exalted, will make the path 
to Paradise easy for them. 


This indicates both a physical path someone takes seeking knowledge, 
such as attending lectures and classes, and a path whereby someone 
seeks knowledge without a physical journey. It encompasses all forms of 
knowledge, such as listening, reading, studying and writing about 
knowledge. The path to Paradise has many obstacles preventing a 
muslim from reaching it. Only the one who possesses knowledge of 
them and how to overcome them will reach Paradise safely. In addition, 
it easily understood that a person cannot reach a city in this world 
without knowledge of its location and the route which leads to it. 
Similarly, Paradise cannot be obtained without knowing these things 
about it, such as the path leading to it. 


But the important thing to note is that a muslim’s intention to seek and 
act on knowledge must be to please Allah, the Exalted. Whoever seeks 
religious knowledge for a worldly reason, such as showing off, will end 
up in Hell if they fail to sincerely repent. This has been warned in a 
Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 253. 


In addition, a muslim must strive to act on their knowledge as knowledge 
without action is of no value or benefit. This is like the one who 
possesses knowledge of a path to safety but does not take it and instead 
remains in an area full of dangers. This is why knowledge can be split 
into two categories. The first is when one acts on their knowledge, which 
leads to piety and an increase in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted. 
The second is when one fails to act on their knowledge. This type will 
not increase one’s obedience to Allah, the Exalted, in fact, it will only 
increase them in arrogance believing they are superior to others even 
though they are like donkeys which carry books that do not benefit it. 
Chapter 62 Al Jumu’ah, verse 5: 


“...and then did not take it on (did not act on their knowledge) is like that 
of a donkey who carries volumes [of books]...” 


“And to the Thamdtd [We sent] their brother Salih. He said, "O my 
people... There has come to you clear evidence from your Lord. 
This is the she-camel of Allah [sent] to you as a sign. So leave her 
to eat within Allah's land and do not touch her with harm, lest there 
seize you a painful punishment.”” 


The people of Thamud requested a specific miracle from Allah, the 
Exalted, which He provided them in the form of the Camel. This has 
been discussed in Tafsir lon Kathir, Volume 4, Pages 102-103. 


It has always been the tradition of Allah, the Exalted, that when specific 
requests for miracles were fulfilled and the people still rejected and 
disobeyed Allah, the Exalted, they would be destroyed. The Holy 
Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, warned his nation about this tradition 
of Allah, the Exalted. 


From this one should understand not to persist in the disobedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, as they will face the consequences sooner or later. 


Allah, the Exalted, does not hasten the punishment for the one who 
deserves it out of leniency. Instead He gives them an opportunity to 
sincerely repent and rectify their behaviour. The muslim who 
understands this will never give up hope in the mercy of Allah, the 
Exalted, but will not also cross the limits and adopt wishful thinking by 
believing Allah, the Exalted, will never punish them. They understand 
that punishment is only delayed not abandoned unless they sincerely 


repent. So this divine name creates hope and fear in a muslim. A muslim 
should use this delay in order to repent and hasten towards good deeds. 


A muslim should act on this divine attribute by being lenient with people 
especially, when they demonstrate bad character. They should show 
leniency towards others just as they desire Allah, the Exalted, to be 
lenient with them in their moments of heedlessness. But at the same 
time they should not be lenient with their own bad characteristics 
knowing that punishment for sins is delayed not permanently abandoned 
until they sincerely repent. They should also remain steadfast in leniency 
by replying evil with good according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 41 Fussilat, 
verse 34: 


“And not equal are the good deed and the bad. Repel [evil] by that 
[deed] which is better; and thereupon, the one whom between you and 
him is enmity [will become] as though he was a devoted friend.” 


“And to the Thamdtd [We sent] their brother Salih. He said, "O my 
people...And remember when He made you successors after the 
‘Aad...”” 


The Holy Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, reminded his nation of the 
outcome of the people who rejected the Holy Prophet Hud, peace be 
upon him, so that they learn a lesson from their behaviour. 


It is important for a muslim to be observant in their daily life and avoid 
being too self-absorbed in their own worldly matters so that they become 
heedless over the things which are occurring around them and the 
things which have already occurred. This is an important quality to 
possess as it is an excellent way to strengthen one's faith which in turn 
helps one to remain obedient to Allah, the Exalted, at all times. For 
example, when a muslim observes a sick person they should not only 
aid them by whatever means they possess, even if it is only a 
supplication, but they should reflect on their own health and understand 
that they too will eventually lose their good health either by an illness, 
ageing or even death. This should inspire them to be grateful for their 
good health and show this through their actions by taking advantage of 
their good health in both worldly and religious matters which are 
pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. 


When they observe the death of a rich person they should not only feel 
sad for the deceased and their family but realise that one day which is 
unknown to them they will die also. They should understand that just like 
the rich person was abandoned by their wealth, fame and family at their 
grave so will they too be left only with their deeds in their grave. This will 
encourage them to prepare for their grave and the hereafter. 


This attitude can and should be applied to all things one observes. A 
muslim should learn a lesson from everything around them which has 
been advised in the Holy Quran. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 191: 


“..and give thought to the creation of the heavens and the earth, 
[saying], "Our Lord, You did not create this aimlessly; exalted are You 
[above such a thing]; then protect us from the punishment of the Fire.” 


Those who behave in this manner will strengthen their faith on a daily 
basis whereas those who are too self-absorbed in their worldly life will 
remain heedless which may lead them to their destruction. 


“And to the Thamdtd [We sent] their brother Salih. He said, "O my 
people...And remember when He made you successors after the 
‘Aad...”” 


Muslims are also successors of the former generations and have been 
appointed as the ambassadors of Islam. It is extremely important for 
muslims to fulfil this duty according to their potential. The best way to 
achieve this is by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining 
from His prohibitions and being patient with His choices. Islam spread 
across the entire globe because the righteous predecessors took this 
duty very seriously. When they gained and acted on _ beneficial 
knowledge the outside world recognised the truthfulness of Islam 
through their behaviour. This caused countless people to enter the fold 
of Islam. Unfortunately, many muslims today believe that showing others 
about Islam is merely in one's appearance, such as growing a beard or 
wearing a scarf. This is only an aspect of representing Islam. The 
greatest part is by adopting the characteristics of Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, discussed in the Holy 
Quran and his traditions. Only with this attitude will the outside world 
observe the true nature of Islam. A muslim should always remember that 
adopting an Islamic appearance while possessing characteristics which 
oppose the teachings of Islam only causes the outside world to 
disrespect Islam. They will be held accountable for this disrespect as 
they are the cause of it. A muslim should therefore behave as a true 
ambassador of Islam by adopting the inward teachings of Islam as well 
as the outer appearance of Islam. 


In addition, this important position should remind muslims that they will 
be held accountable and questioned whether they fulfilled this role or not 
on Judgment Day. The same way a king would become angry at their 
diplomat and representative if they failed to fulfil their duty so will Allah, 


the Exalted, become angry with the muslim who fails to fulfill their duty 
as an ambassador of Islam. 


“And remember when He made you successors after the ‘Aad and 
settled you in the land...” 


Settling them in the land could be referring to an increase in worldly 
blessings. 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3997, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that he did not 
fear poverty for the muslim nation. Instead he feared that the world 
would become easy to obtain and plentiful for them. This would cause 
them to compete for it which would lead to their destruction as this same 
competition destroyed the previous nations. 


It is important to understand that this does not only apply to wealth. But 
this warning applies to all aspects of people's worldly desires which can 
be encompassed by the desire for fame, wealth, authority and the social 
aspects of one's life, such as family, friends and a career. Whenever one 
aims to fulfil their desires by pursuing these things, even if they are 
lawful, beyond their needs it will distract them from preparing for the 
hereafter. It will lead them to bad character such as being wasteful and 
extravagant and may even take them towards sins in order to obtain 
these things. Failing to obtain them may lead to impatience and other 
acts of defiance and disobedience towards Allah, the Exalted. It is 
obvious these desires have taken control over many muslims as they 
would happily get up in the middle of the night in order to obtain these 
things such as wealth or go on a holiday but will fail to do so when 
advised to offer the voluntary night prayer or attend the morning 
obligatory prayer at the Mosque with congregation. 


There is no harm in obtaining these things as long as they are lawful and 
required in order to fulfil a person’s needs and the needs of their 
dependents. But when a person goes beyond this then they will become 
preoccupied with them at the loss of their hereafter as the more one 
pursues their desires the less they will strive in preparing for the 
hereafter. And therefore, the warning given in this Hadith will apply to 
them. 


“And remember when He made you successors after the ‘Aad and 
settled you in the land... Then remember the favors of Allah...” 


Settling them in the land could be referring to an increase in worldly 
blessings. The final part of this verse teaches mankind that they must 
remember the favours Allah, the Exalted, has granted them by showing 
gratitude to Him. This is the essence of the obedience of Allah, the 
Exalted, the Holy Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, was calling his 
people towards. 


Therefore, a muslim must ensure they fulfill all three aspects of gratitude 
so that they avoid becoming a denier of Allah, the Exalted, as the one 
who is ungrateful in reality, scorns the One who granted them the 
blessings. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 152: 


“...And be grateful to Me and do not deny Me.” 


The three aspects of gratitude are to internally acknowledge Allah, the 
Exalted, as the sole Creator and Provider of all blessings. An aspect of 
this is to correct one’s intention so that they only perform actions to 
please Allah, the Exalted. The next aspect is to praise Allah, the Exalted, 
via the tongue. And the final and highest aspect is to practically show 
gratitude through one's actions by using each blessing as prescribed by 
Islam in order to please Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 14 Ibrahim, verse 7: 


“And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, ‘If you are grateful, | will 
surely increase you [in favor]; but if you deny, indeed, My punishment is 
severe.""” 


As true gratitude leads to an increase in blessings muslims should fear 
that showing ingratitude may cause the blessings they possess to either 
be taken away from them or for their blessings to be used against them 
by becoming a burden and a curse for them in both worlds. It is 
important to note, even if a muslim becomes truly grateful they will still 
face tests and difficulties as they are guaranteed. But if they behave in 
the correct way they will be guided through every situation so that they 
obtain peace of mind and body in this world and a great reward in the 
hereafter. 


“_.and settled you in the land, [and] you take for yourselves 
palaces from its plains and carve from the mountains, homes...” 


When people, irrespective of their faith, go on holiday they only pack the 
things they need and maybe a little extra but they try to avoid over 
packing. Even the amount of money they take with them they limit in 
respect to their stay abroad. When they arrive they often stay in a hotel 
which usually has the main necessities of living with a few extras. If they 
believe they will never return to the same destination in the future they 
will never buy a house as they will claim they stay is short and they will 
not return. They do not get a job during their holiday claiming that they 
stay is short so they do not need to earn more money. They do not get 
married nor have children claiming the holiday destination is not their 
homeland where they would get married and have children. Generally 
speaking, this is the attitude and mind-set of holiday makers. 


It is strange how muslims truly believe they will depart from this world 
soon meaning, they stay in the world is temporary just like being on 
holiday, and they believe their stay in the hereafter will be permanent 
yet, they do not adequately prepare for it. If they truly realised the short 
time they have, similarly to a holiday, they would not dedicate too much 
effort on their homes and instead be content with a simple home just like 
the traveller who is content with a simple hotel. So in reality, this world is 
like the holiday destination in the example yet, muslims do not treat it 
like one. Instead, they dedicate the majority of their efforts in beautifying 
their world while neglecting the eternal hereafter. It is sometimes hard to 
believe some muslims actually believe in the permanent hereafter when 
one observes the amount of effort they dedicate to the temporal world. 
Muslims should therefore strive in preparing for the hereafter by fulfilling 
the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and 
by facing destiny with patience while being pleased with obtaining and 
utilising the necessities of this world. It is why the Holy Prophet 


Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised muslims to live 
in this world as travellers in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 
6416. They should not take this world as a permanent home and instead 
treat it like a holiday destination. 


“..[and] you take for yourselves palaces from its plains and carve 
from the mountains, homes...” 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2482, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that all lawful 
spending gains reward from Allah, the Exalted, except the wealth which 
is spent on buildings. 


This includes all spending on lawful things which is free from 
excessiveness, waste or extravagance. Spending on construction which 
is necessary Is not included in this Hadith but the construction which is 
beyond one’s needs is. This is disliked as spending on construction 
easily leads to waste and extravagance. In addition, the one who spends 
wealth on construction is less likely to donate charity and spend in ways 
pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. Also this behavior often leads a muslim to 
adopt hopes for a long life as the one who believes their stay in this 
world is extremely short will not waste energy and wealth on 
constructing a beautiful home. The greater one’s hope for a long life the 
less righteous deeds they will perform believing they can always perform 
good deeds in the future. It also causes one to delay sincere repentance 
believing they can always change for the better in the future. Finally, it 
causes one to dedicate more efforts to the world in order to create a 
more comfortable life for their supposed long stay in this world. 


Actively taking part in unnecessary construction occupies one's time 
which prevents them from performing voluntary righteous deeds, such 
as fasting and the voluntary night prayer out of extreme fatigue. It also 
prevents them from striving to gain and act on Islamic knowledge. 


Finally, in reality taking part in unnecessary construction never ends. 
Meaning, the moment a person completes one part of their home they 
move to the next until the cycle repeats itself. 


Therefore, muslims should adhere to what is within their necessity in 
respect to all things not just construction so that they can avoid these 
negative consequences. 


“_..and do not commit abuse on the earth, spreading corruption.” 


Corruption is when a person abuses the blessings they possess, 
especially their social influence, in order to gain worldly things, such as 
power and wealth. It affects a muslim’s duties towards Allah, the 
Exalted, and leads to much sins against people, such as oppression. 


A Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4019, warns that when the 
general public cheats each other financially Allah, the Exalted, punishes 
them by appointing oppressive leaders over them. One aspect of this 
oppression is corruption which causes the general public great distress. 
The same Hadith warns that when the general public break their 
covenant of sincere obedience to Allah, the Exalted, then they will be 
overpowered by their enemies who will illegally confiscate their wealth 
and property from them. Again, this is an aspect of corruption where 
people of influence, such as government officials, freely take the 
belongings of others without any fear of the consequences. When the 
general public becomes corrupt then their leaders and other people in 
influential social positions are inspired to act in the same way believing 
this behaviour is accepted by the general public. This leads to corruption 
on a national level. But if the general public obeyed Allah, the Exalted, 
and avoided mistreating others through corruption then their leaders and 
those in an influential social position would not dare act in a corrupt way 
full well knowing the general public would not stand for it. And according 
to the Hadith quoted earlier, if the general public remain obedient to 
Allah, the Exalted, He would protect them from corrupt officials by 
appointing people into influential positions who are just in their affairs. 


Instead of taking the immature path of blaming others for the widespread 
corruption observed in the world muslims should truly reflect on their 
own behaviour and if necessary adjust their attitude. Otherwise, 
corruption in society will only increase with the passing of time. No one 
should believe that as they are not in an influential social position they 
have no effect on the corruption which occurs in society. As proven by 
this discussion corruption occurs because of the negative behaviour of 
the general public and it therefore can only be removed by the good 
behaviour of the general public. Chapter 13 Ar Ra’d, verse 11: 


“..Indeed, Allah will not change the condition of a people until they 
change what is in themselves...” 


“Said the eminent ones who were arrogant among his people to 
those who were oppressed - to those who believed among them...” 


This verse indicates that a person should not consider themself superior 
to others just because they have obtained some worldly success. 
Success and failure, good and bad must be judged according to the 
teachings of Islam. Judging them according to worldly standards only 
leads to misguidance and arrogance. 


Therefore, it is important for muslims to understand that they should not 
define a situation as good or bad according to worldly definitions. For 
example, according to a worldly definition being wealthy is good 
whereas being poor is bad. Instead, muslims should ascribe good and 
bad to events and things according to the teachings of Islam. Meaning, 
anything which takes one closer to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, 
in the form of fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions 
and by facing destiny with patience, is good even if it is seen as bad 
from a worldly point of view. And anything which takes one away from 
the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, is bad even if it appears good. 


There are many examples throughout the teachings of Islam which 
demonstrate this. For example, Qarun was an extremely wealthy person 
who lived in the time of the Holy Prophet Mosa, peace be upon him. 
Many people then and now may consider his wealth to be a good thing 
but as it led him to pride it became a means of his destruction. So in his 
case being wealthy was a bad thing. Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verses 79- 
81. 


“So he came out before his people in his adornment. Those who desired 
the worldly life said, "Oh, would that we had like what was given to 
Qarun. Indeed, he is one of great fortune. But those who had been given 
knowledge said, "Woe to you! The reward of Allah is better for he who 
believes and does righteousness. And none are granted it except the 
patient." And We caused the earth to swallow him and his home. And 
there was for him no company to aid him other than Allah, nor was he of 
those who [could] defend themselves.” 


On the other hand, the third rightly guided Caliph of Islam, Usman Bin 
Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, was also wealthy yet he used his 
wealth in the correct way. In fact, once after donating a large amount of 
wealth he was told by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, that nothing could harm his faith after that day. 
This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
3701. So in his case wealth was a good thing. 


To conclude, a muslim should remember that every difficulty they face 
has wisdoms behind it even if they do not observe them. So they should 
not believe something is good or bad from a worldly point of view. 
Meaning, if the thing encourages them towards the obedience of Allah, 
the Exalted, then it is good even if it looks bad. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, 
verse 216: 


“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 


“Said the eminent ones who were arrogant among his people to 
those who were oppressed - to those who believed among them, 
"Do you [actually] know that Salih is sent from his Lord?" They 
said, "Indeed we, in that with which he was sent, are believers."” 


In a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised the signs of a 
true muslim and a true believer. A true muslim is the one who keeps 
their verbal and physical harm away from others. This in fact, includes all 
people irrespective of their faith. It includes all types of verbal and 
physical sins which can cause harm or distress to another. This can 
include failing to give the best advice to others as this contradicts 
sincerity towards others which has been commanded in a Hadith found 
in Sunan An Nasai, number 4204. It includes advising others to disobey 
Allah, the Exalted, thereby, inviting them towards sins. A muslim should 
avoid this behavior as they will be taken account for every person who 
acts on their bad advice. This has been warned in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Muslim, number 2351. 


Physical harm includes causing problems for other people's livelihood, 
committing fraud, conning others and physical abuse. All of these 
characteristics contradict Islamic teachings and must be avoided. 


A true believer, according to the main Hadith under discussion, is the 
one who keeps their harm away from the lives and property of others. 
Again, this applies to all people irrespective of their faith. This includes 
stealing, misusing or damaging the property and belongings of others. 
Whenever one is entrusted with someone else's property they must 
ensure they only use it with the owner's permission and in a way which 


is pleasing and agreeable to the owner. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in 
Sunan An Nasai, number 5421, that whoever illegally takes someone 
else's property, through a false oath, even if it is as small as a twig of a 
tree will go to Hell. 


To conclude a muslim must support their verbal declaration of belief with 
actions as they are the physical proof of one’s belief which will be 
needed in order to obtain success on the Day of Judgment. In addition, a 
muslim should fulfill the characteristics of true belief in respect to Allah, 
the Exalted, and people. An excellent way of achieving this in respect to 
people is to simply treat others how they wish to be treated by people, 
which is with respect and peace. 


“Said the eminent ones who were arrogant among his people to 
those who were oppressed - to those who believed among them, 
"Do you [actually] know that Salih is sent from his Lord?" They 
said, "Indeed we, in that with which he was sent, are believers." 
Said those who were arrogant, "Indeed we, in that which you have 
believed, are disbelievers."” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 265, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that a person 
who possesses even an atom’s worth of pride in their heart will not enter 
Paradise. He clarified that pride is when a person rejects the truth and 
looks down on others. 


No amount of good deeds will benefit someone who possesses pride. 
This is quite obvious when one observes the Devil and how his 
countless years of worship did not benefit him when he became proud. 
In fact, the following verse clearly connects pride with disbelief so a 
muslim must avoid this evil characteristic at all costs. Chapter 2 Al 
Baqarah, verse 34: 


“And [mention] when We said to the angels, "Prostrate before Adam"; so 
they prostrated, except for lblees. He refused and was arrogant and 
became of the disbelievers.” 


The proud is the one who rejects the truth when it is presented to them 
simply because it did not come from them and as it challenges their 
desires and mentality. The proud person also believes they are superior 


to others even though they are unaware of their own ultimate end and 
the ultimate end of others. This is plain ignorance. In reality, it is foolish 
to be proud of anything seeing as Allah, the Exalted, created and 
granted everything a person owns. Even the righteous deeds one 
performs are only due to the inspiration, knowledge and strength granted 
by Allah, the Exalted. Therefore, being proud of something which does 
not innately belong to them is plain foolishness. This is just like a person 
who becomes proud over a mansion they do not even own or live in. 


This is the reason why pride belongs to Allah, the Exalted, as He alone 
is the Creator and innate Owner of all things. The one who challenges 
Allah, the Exalted, in pride will be thrown into Hell. This has been 
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4090. 


A muslim should instead follow in the footsteps of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and adopt humility. The 
humble truly recognise that all the good they possess and all the evil 
they are protected from comes from no one except Allah, the Exalted. 
Therefore, humility is more fitting for a person than pride. A person 
should not be fooled into believing humility leads to disgrace as no one 
has been more honoured than the humble servants of Allah, the Exalted. 
In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
has guaranteed an increase in status for the one who adopts humility for 
the sake of Allah, the Exalted, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 
number 2029. 


“Said the eminent ones who were arrogant among his people to 
those who were oppressed - to those who believed among them, 
"Do you [actually] know that Salih is sent from his Lord?" They 
said, "Indeed we, in that with which he was sent, are believers." 
Said those who were arrogant, "Indeed we, in that which you have 
believed, are disbelievers."” 


Whenever one invites others towards Islam, commands good and 
forbids evil they will be challenging the heedless lifestyle of many others 
which will inspire them to resist the truth anyway they can. The major 
reason all the past nations rejected their Holy Prophets, peace be upon 
them, was due to this very reason. They could not abandon their 
lifestyles and characteristics and in defense of them were prepared to 
wage war against Allah, the Exalted, and their Holy Prophet, peace be 
upon him. When one takes up this important duty they must be prepared 
to face many hardships caused by others including their own relatives. 
The Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, are the most beloved to Allah, 
the Exalted, yet they encountered countless difficulties from their 
nations. One only needs to study the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, to observe 
this fact. For example, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, once declared in a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 2472, that no one in creation had been persecuted in 
the path of Allah, the Exalted, more than him. 


In cases like this one’s response to the bad attitude of others should be 
educated, respectful and gentle. An example of this is found in chapter 
19 Maryam, verses 46-47: 


“‘[His father] said, "Have you no desire for my gods, O Abraham? If you 
do not desist, | will surely stone you, so avoid me a prolonged time." 
[Abraham] said, "Peace [I.e., safety] will be upon you. | will ask 
forgiveness for you of my Lord. Indeed, He is ever gracious to me.” 


Here the kind and respectful response of the Holy Prophet Ibrahim, 
peace be upon him, to the harsh attitude of his elder is discussed. 


In most cases, a person must possess a character flaw if they claim to 
get along with everyone. Due to the differences within the members of 
society a person will never get along with everyone. They will always be 
one or more that disagree with their mentality, life style and advice. This 
diversity will lead to tension and occasionally problems. But if a person is 
liked by everyone then in most cases it shows they have adopted the 
mentality of the hypocrites by being two-faced. If the Holy Prophets, 
peace be upon them, were not loved by all how can a normal person 
achieve this status? This is the reason one should not believe in 
propaganda as the group that were mistreated the most in this way were 
the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them. This is confirmed in a Hadith 
found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4023. 


For example, the Holy Prophet Mosa, peace be upon him, was once 
falsely accused of illegal relations by a shameless woman. She was 
enticed into slandering him by the enemy of Allah, the Exalted, Quraoon. 
When she accused the Holy Prophet Mosa, peace be upon him, 
publically during a religious gathering he interrogated her. When she 
observed his reaction she immediately retracted her accusation and 
admitted the truth. As a result Allah, the Exalted, destroyed Quraoon by 
commanding the Earth to swallow him and his great treasury. This 


incident has been recorded in Imam Dhahabi’s, The Major Sins, Pages 
166-167. Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 81: 


“And We caused the earth to swallow him and his home...” 


The Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, were slandered on many 
occasions but they remained steadfast on their mission until they were 
granted victory by Allah, the Exalted. When Allah, the Exalted, decides 
to complete a task like aiding the one who spreads the true word of faith 
the entire creation combined cannot stop Him. 


Muslims must accept that they too will face hardships when spreading 
the word of Islam. Therefore, they must follow in the footsteps of the 
Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, by remaining steadfast in the face 
of difficulties. This was the attitude of the Companions, may Allah be 
pleased with them, and the righteous predecessors. If one desires to join 
them in the next world they must adopt this attitude also. 


Chapter 7 - Al A’raf, Verses 77-79 
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“So they hamstrung the she-camel and were insolent toward the 
command of their Lord and said, "O Salih, bring us what you promise us 
if you should be of the messengers." 


So the earthquake seized them, and they became within their home 
[corpses] fallen prone. 


And he [i.e., Salih] turned away from them and said, "O my people, | had 
certainly conveyed to you the message of my Lord and advised you, but 
you do not like advisors."” 


“So they hamstrung the she-camel and were insolent toward the 
command of their Lord...” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2447, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that oppression 
will become a darkness on the Day of Judgment. 


This is vital to avoid as those who find themselves plunged in darkness 
are unlikely to find their way to Paradise. Only those who will be 
provided a guiding light will be able to do this successfully. 


Oppression can take many forms. The first type is when one fails to fulfill 
the commands of Allah, the Exalted, and refrain from His prohibitions. 
Even though this has no effect on the infinite status of Allah, the Exalted, 
it will cause the person to become submerged into darkness in both 
worlds. According to a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 4244, 
whenever a person commits a sin a black spot is etched on their spiritual 
heart. The more they sin the more their heart will become encompassed 
by darkness. This will prevent them from accepting and following true 
guidance in this world which will ultimately lead to darkness in the next 
world. Chapter 83 Al Mutaffifin, verse 14: 


“No! Rather, the stain has covered their hearts of that which they were 
earning.” 


The next type of oppression is when one oppresses themself by not 
fulfilling the trust they have been granted by Allah, the Exalted, in the 
form of their body and other worldly blessings they possess. The 
greatest of which is one's faith. This must be protected and strengthened 
through gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge. 


The final type of oppression is when one mistreats others. Allah, the 
Exalted, will not forgive these sins until the oppressor’s victim forgives 
them first. AS people are not so merciful this is unlikely to happen. Then 
justice will be established on Judgment Day where the oppressor’s 
righteous deeds will be given to their victim and if necessary the victim's 
sins will be given to the oppressor. This may lead to the oppressor being 
hurled into Hell. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Muslim, number 6579. One should therefore treat others how they wish 
to be treated by people. A muslim should avoid all forms of oppression if 
they desire a guiding light in this world and in the next. 


“So they hamstrung the she-camel and were insolent toward the 
command of their Lord...” 


Islam teaches muslims that they should never compromise on their faith 
in order to gain something from the material world. Chapter 4 An Nisa, 
verse 135: 


“O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm in justice, 
witnesses for Allah, even if it be against yourselves or parents and 
relatives...” 


As the material world is temporary whatever one gains from it will 
eventually fade away and they will be held accountable for their actions 
and attitude in the hereafter. On the other hand, faith is the precious 
jewel which guides a muslim through all difficulties in this world and in 
the hereafter safely. Therefore, it is plain foolishness to compromise the 
thing which is more beneficial and lasting for the sake of a temporary 
thing. 


Many people especially women, will encounter moments in their lives 
where they will have to choose whether to compromise on their faith. For 
example, in some cases a muslim woman may believe that if she 
removed her scarf and dressed a certain way she would be more 
respected at work and may even climb the corporate ladder more 
quickly. Similarly, in the corporate world it is considered important to 
mingle with colleagues after work hours. So a muslim might find 
themself being invited to a pub or club after work. 


In times like this it is important to remember that ultimate victory and 
success will only be granted to those who remain steadfast on the 
teachings of Islam. Those who act in this way will be granted worldly and 
religious success. But more importantly their worldly success will not 
become a burden for them. In fact, it will become a means for Allah, the 
Exalted, to increase their rank and remembrance amongst mankind. 
Examples of this are the rightly guided Caliphs of Islam. They did not 
compromise on their faith and instead remained steadfast throughout 
their lives and in return Allah, the Exalted, granted them a worldly and 
religious empire. 


All other forms of success are very temporal and sooner or later they 
become a difficulty for its bearer. One only needs to observe the many 
celebrities who compromised on their ideals and belief in order to obtain 
fame and fortune only for these things to become a cause of their 
sadness, anxiety, depression, substance abuse and even suicide. 


Reflect on these two paths for a moment and then decide which one 
should be preferred and chosen. 


“,..and said, "O Salih, bring us what you promise us, if you should 
be of the messengers.” So the earthquake seized them, and they 
became within their home [corpses] fallen prone.” 


A person must not be fooled into believing they will not face the 
consequences of their actions just because these consequences have 
not appeared yet or are not obvious to them. 


Allah, the Exalted, does not hasten the punishment for the one who 
deserves it out of leniency. Instead He gives them an opportunity to 
sincerely repent and rectify their behaviour. The muslim who 
understands this will never give up hope in the mercy of Allah, the 
Exalted, but will not also cross the limits and adopt wishful thinking by 
believing Allah, the Exalted, will never punish them. They understand 
that punishment is only delayed not abandoned unless they sincerely 
repent. So this divine name creates hope and fear in a muslim. A muslim 
should use this delay in order to repent and hasten towards good deeds. 


A muslim should act on this divine attribute by being lenient with people 
especially, when they demonstrate bad character. They should show 
leniency towards others just as they desire Allah, the Exalted, to be 
lenient with them in their moments of heedlessness. But at the same 
time they should not be lenient with their own bad characteristics 
knowing that punishment for sins is delayed not permanently abandoned 
until they sincerely repent. They should also remain steadfast in leniency 
by replying evil with good according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 41 Fussilat, 
verse 34: 


“And not equal are the good deed and the bad. Repel [evil] by that 
[deed] which is better; and thereupon, the one whom between you and 
him is enmity [will become] as though he was a devoted friend.” 


“,..and said, "O Salih, bring us what you promise us, if you should 
be of the messengers.” So the earthquake seized them, and they 
became within their home [corpses] fallen prone.” 


It is important to learn that no matter how much physical or social 
strength a person has a day will certainly come when they face the 
consequences of their actions. In most cases, this occurs during their life 
where the actions of a person leads them to trouble, such as prison and 
eventually they will face the consequences of their actions in the 
hereafter as well. This applies to all people not just leaders. 


A muslim should therefore never mistreat others, such as their relatives. 
They should learn a lesson from the tyrannical leaders of history who 
were greater in strength than them yet, a day certainly came when their 
strength did not benefit them and they faced the consequences of their 
evil deeds. Social influence and strength are fickle things as they quickly 
pass from person to person thereby, never remaining with anyone for 
long. Therefore, a muslim who possesses such strength should use it in 
a way which is pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, by benefiting themself and 
others. But if they abuse their authority then they will eventually face a 
punishment which no one can protect them from. 


In addition, it is important not to abuse one’s authority as it may cause 
them to be hurled into Hell on Judgment Day. Every oppressor will have 
to give their righteous deeds to their victims and if necessary take the 
sins of their victims until justice is established. This will cause many 
oppressors to be thrown into Hell. This has been confirmed in a Hadith 
found in Sahih Muslim, number 6579. 


To conclude, a muslim should never forget to hold themself accountable 
for their deeds. Those who do will avoid disobeying Allah, the Exalted, 
and harming others. But those who do not judge themselves will 
continue disobeying Allah, the Exalted, and harming others heedlessly 
not knowing that in actual fact they are only harming themselves. But 
when they realize this fact it will be too late for them to escape 
punishment. 


“So the earthquake seized them, and they became within their 
home [corpses] fallen prone. And he [i.e., Salih] turned away from 
them and said, "O my people, | had certainly conveyed to you the 

message of my Lord...”” 


The final message from Allah, the Exalted, has been delivered and 
explained therefore, muslims must sincerely obey and follow the Holy 
Quran in order to avoid the fate of the previous nations. 


In a Hadith found in Imam Munzari's, Awareness and Apprehension, 
number 30, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, advised that the Holy Quran will intercede on Judgment Day. Those 
who follow it during their lives on Earth will be led to Paradise on 
Judgment Day. But those who neglect it during their lives on Earth will 
find that it pushes them into Hell on Judgment Day. 


The Holy Quran is a book of guidance. It is not merely a book of 
recitation. Muslims must therefore strive to fulfill all aspects of the Holy 
Quran to ensure that it guides them to success in both worlds. The first 
aspect is reciting it correctly and regularly. The second aspect is to 
understand it. And the final aspect is to act on its teachings according to 
the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him. Those who behave in such a manner are the ones who are 
given glad tidings of right guidance through every difficulty in this world 
and its intercession on the Day of Judgment. But as warned by this 
Hadith the Holy Quran is only guidance and a mercy for those who 
correctly act on its aspects according to the traditions of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But those who 
misinterpret it and instead act according to their desires in order to gain 


worldly things, such as fame, will be deprived of this right guidance and 
its intercession on Judgment Day. In fact, their complete loss in both 
worlds will only increase until they sincerely repent. Chapter 17 Al Isra, 
verse 82: 


“And We send down of the Quran that which is healing and mercy for the 
believers, but it does not increase the wrongdoers except in loss.” 


Finally, it is important to understand that even though the Holy Quran is 
a cure for worldly problems a muslim should not only use it for this 
purpose. Meaning, they should not only recite it in order to fix their 
worldly problems thereby, treating the Holy Quran like a tool which is 
removed during a difficulty and then placed back in a toolbox. The main 
function of the Holy Quran is to guide one to the hereafter safely. 
Neglecting this main function and only using it to fix one's worldly 
problems is not correct as it contradicts the behaviour of a true muslim. It 
is like the one who purchases a car with many different accessories yet, 
it possesses no engine. There is no doubt that this person is simply 
foolish. 


“And he [i.e., Salih] turned away from them and said, "O my people, 
I...advised you, but you do not like advisors.”” 


This is an aspect of being sincere to others. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is 
sincerity towards the general public. This includes desiring the best for 
them at all times and showing this through one’s words and actions. It 
includes advising others to do good, forbidding them from evil, to be 
merciful and kind to others at all times. This can be summed up by a 
single Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 170. It warns that one 
cannot be a true believer until they love for others what they desire for 
themself. 


Being sincere to people is so important that according to the Hadith 
found in Sahih Bukhari, number 57, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, placed this duty next to establishing 
the obligatory prayer and donating the obligatory charity. From this 
Hadith alone one can understand its importance as it has been placed 
with two vital obligatory duties. 


It is a part of sincerity towards people that one is pleased when they are 
happy and sad whenever they are grieved as long as their attitude does 
not contradict the teachings of Islam. A high level of sincerity includes 
one going to extreme limits to make the lives of others better, even if this 
puts themself in difficulty. For example, one may sacrifice purchasing 


certain things in order to donate the wealth to the needy. Desiring and 
striving to always unite people on good is a part of sincerity towards 
others. Whereas, dividing others is a characteristic of the Devil. Chapter 
17 Al Isra, verse 53: 


“,..Satan certainly seeks to sow discord among them...” 


One way of uniting people is to veil the faults of others and advise them 
privately against sins. The one who acts in this way will have their sins 
veiled by Allah, the Exalted. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami 
At Tirmidhi, number 1426. Whenever possible one should advise and 
teach the aspects of religion and the important aspects of the world to 
others so that both their worldly and religious lives improve. A proof of 
one’s sincerity to others is that they support them in their absence for 
example, from the slander of others. Turning away from others and only 
worrying about oneself is not the attitude of a muslim. In fact, this is how 
most animals behave. Even if one cannot change the whole society they 
can still be sincere in helping those in their life, such as their relatives 
and friends. Simply put, one must treat others how they desire people to 
treat them. Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 77: 


“,..And do good as Allah has done good to you...” 


“And he [i.e., Salih] turned away from them and said, "O my people, 
I...advised you, but you do not like advisors.”” 


Generally speaking, muslims should only consult a few people in respect 
to their affairs. They should select these few people according to the 
advice of the Holy Quran. Chapter 16 An Nahl, verse 43: 


“,..80 aSk the people of the message if you do not know.” 


This verse reminds muslims to consult those who possess knowledge. 
As consulting an ignorant person only leads to further trouble. Just like a 
person would be foolish to consult a car mechanic over their physical 
health a muslim should only consult those who possess knowledge 
about it and the Islamic teachings linked to them. 


In addition, a muslim should only consult those who fear Allah, the 
Exalted. This is because they will never advise others to disobey Allah, 
the Exalted. Whereas, those who do not fear or obey Allah, the Exalted, 
might possess knowledge and experience but they will easily advise 
others to disobey Allah, the Exalted, which only increases one's 
problems. In reality, those who fear Allah, the Exalted, possess true 
knowledge and only this knowledge will guide others through their 
problems successfully. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 28: 


“...Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have 
knowledge...” 


“And he [i.e., Salih] turned away from them and said, "O my people, 
I...advised you, but you do not like advisors.”” 


If one studies the lives of the righteous predecessors they will observe 
many differences between them and the muslims of today. One big 
difference is the way people respond to those who command good and 
forbid evil, which is a duty on all muslims according to their knowledge. It 
is important for muslims to understand this behavioural change as it can 
prevent many arguments and enmity growing between people. In the 
past muslims loved those who advised them to do good and warned 
them against bad things. In fact, they did not consider someone a 
sincere friend until they behaved in this manner with them. They actually 
even loved those who advised them on things which were not 
considered sins in Islam but were only disliked things. This is the major 
change which has occurred. Many muslims nowadays dislike being 
constructively criticized in this manner. In cases where unlawful things 
are occurring It is a duty on a muslim to gently and kindly warn against it 
according to the teachings of Islam even if others dislike their behaviour. 
But in most cases where others are not committing a sin but are merely 
committing things which are disliked it is better for a muslim not to 
criticize them over them as it will only lead to enmity, arguments and it 
can even cause one to give up advising others because of the negative 
response they receive. The exception is when the one being advised 
likes being advised in such a manner. Therefore, a muslim who desires 
to fulfil their duty and avoid arguments with others should command 
good and warn against the unlawful but leave aside things which do not 
fall within these two categories. 


“So the earthquake seized them, and they became within their 
home [corpses] fallen prone. And he [i.e., Salih] turned away from 
them and said, "O my people, | had certainly conveyed to you the 

message of my Lord and advised you, but you do not like 
advisors."” 


It is important for muslims to understand that whenever they face any 
type of worldly failure or regrets they should remind themselves of the 
regrets in the hereafter some people will have, such as the one 
mentioned in chapter 89 Al Fajr, verse 24: 


wy 


“He will say, "Oh, | wish | had sent ahead [some good] for my life. 


In this world one's regret will always be followed by another chance or 
other options which they can pursue in order to gain success once 
again. But the regret and failure of the hereafter is something which 
cannot be rectified meaning, there are no second chances in the next 
world. No one will have the opportunity to return to Earth in order to act 
differently. 


Therefore, every muslim should be more concerned with the failures 
they may encounter in the hereafter over the failures and regrets of this 
world. This does not mean one should not strive to achieve lawful 
success in this world. It means they should always prioritise gaining 
success in the hereafter over gaining success in this world. This is an 
important mentality muslims should adopt before they reach a day where 


reflecting on their failures and regrets will not help them in the slightest. 
Chapter 89 Al Fajr, verse 23: 


“And brought [within view], that Day, is Hell - that Day, man _ will 
remember, but how [I.e., what good] to him will be the remembrance?” 


“So the earthquake seized them, and they became within their 
home [corpses] fallen prone. And he [i.e., Salih] turned away from 
them and said, "O my people, | had certainly conveyed to you the 

message of my Lord and advised you, but you do not like 
advisors."” 


It is important for a muslim to be observant in their daily life and avoid 
being too self-absorbed in their own worldly matters so that they become 
heedless over the things which are occurring around them and the 
things which have already occurred. This is an important quality to 
possess as it is an excellent way to strengthen one's faith which in turn 
helps one to remain obedient to Allah, the Exalted, at all times. For 
example, when a muslim observes a sick person they should not only 
aid them by whatever means they possess, even if it is only a 
supplication, but they should reflect on their own health and understand 
that they too will eventually lose their good health either by an illness, 
ageing or even death. This should inspire them to be grateful for their 
good health and show this through their actions by taking advantage of 
their good health in both worldly and religious matters which are 
pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. 


When they observe the death of a rich person they should not only feel 
sad for the deceased and their family but realise that one day which is 
unknown to them they will die also. They should understand that just like 
the rich person was abandoned by their wealth, fame and family at their 
grave so will they too be left only with their deeds in their grave. This will 
encourage them to prepare for their grave and the hereafter. 


This attitude can and should be applied to all things one observes. A 
muslim should learn a lesson from everything around them which has 
been advised in the Holy Quran. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 191: 


“..and give thought to the creation of the heavens and the earth, 
[saying], "Our Lord, You did not create this aimlessly; exalted are You 
[above such a thing]; then protect us from the punishment of the Fire.”” 


Those who behave in this manner will strengthen their faith on a daily 
basis whereas those who are too self-absorbed in their worldly life will 
remain heedless which may lead them to their destruction. 


Chapter 11 - Hud, Verses 61-63 
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“And to Thamtd [We sent] their brother Salih. He said, "O my people, 

worship Allah; you have no deity other than Him. He has produced you 

from the earth and settled you in it, so ask forgiveness of Him and then 
repent to Him. Indeed, my Lord is near and responsive." 


They said, "O Salih, you were among us a man of promise before this. Do 
you forbid us to worship what our fathers worshipped? And indeed we are, 
about that to which you invite us, in disquieting doubt." 


He said, "O my people, have you considered: if | should be upon clear 
evidence from my Lord and He has given me mercy from Himself, who 
would protect me from Allah if | disobeyed Him? So you would not increase 
me except in loss.” 


“And to Thamdtd [We sent] their brother Salih...” 


The purpose of sending Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, is for them to 
be sincerely obeyed and followed. In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim 
number 196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, advised that Islam is sincerity towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him. This includes striving to acquire 
knowledge in order to act on his traditions. These traditions include the 
ones related to Allah, the Exalted, in the form of worship, and his blessed 
noble character towards the creation. Chapter 68 Al Qalam, verse 4: 


"And indeed, you are of a great moral character." 


It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This has 
been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 7: 


"..And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has 
forbidden you - refrain from..." 


Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of anyone 
else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path of the 


Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 3 
Alee Imran, verse 31: 


"Say, [0 Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah 
will love you and forgive you your sins..." 


One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his 
passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah 
be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and teach 
his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. Sincerity 
also includes loving those who love him and disliking those who criticise 
him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. This is all 
summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 16. It 
advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, the 
Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown through 
actions not just words. 


“And to Thamdd [We sent] their brother Salih. He said, "O my 
people...”” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is 
sincerity towards the general public. This includes desiring the best for 
them at all times and showing this through one’s words and actions. It 
includes advising others to do good, forbidding them from evil, to be 
merciful and kind to others at all times. This can be summed up by a single 
Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 170. It warns that one cannot be a 
true believer until they love for others what they desire for themself. 


Being sincere to people is so important that according to the Hadith found 
in Sahih Bukhari, number 57, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, placed this duty next to establishing the obligatory 
prayer and donating the obligatory charity. From this Hadith alone one can 
understand its importance as it has been placed with two vital obligatory 
duties. 


It is a part of sincerity towards people that one is pleased when they are 
happy and sad whenever they are grieved as long as their attitude does not 
contradict the teachings of Islam. A high level of sincerity includes one 
going to extreme limits to make the lives of others better, even if this puts 
themself in difficulty. For example, one may sacrifice purchasing certain 
things in order to donate the wealth to the needy. Desiring and striving to 
always unite people on good Is a part of sincerity towards others. Whereas, 
dividing others is a characteristic of the Devil. Chapter 17 Al Isra, verse 53: 


“,..Satan certainly seeks to sow discord among them...” 


One way of uniting people is to veil the faults of others and advise them 
privately against sins. The one who acts in this way will have their sins 
veiled by Allah, the Exalted. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 1426. Whenever possible one should advise and teach 
the aspects of religion and the important aspects of the world to others so 
that both their worldly and religious lives improve. A proof of one’s sincerity 
to others is that they support them in their absence for example, from the 
slander of others. Turning away from others and only worrying about 
oneself is not the attitude of a Muslim. In fact, this is how most animals 
behave. Even if one cannot change the whole society they can still be 
sincere in helping those in their life, such as their relatives and friends. 
Simply put, one must treat others how they desire people to treat them. 
Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 77: 


“,..And do good as Allah has done good to you...” 


“_..He [Prophet Salih, peace be upon him] said, "O my people, 
worship Allah;...”” 


True belief involves sincerity. In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 
196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
advised that Islam is sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted. 


Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given by 
Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His pleasure. As 
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all will be judged 
by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, when 
performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this world or in the next. 
In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154, 
those who performed insincere deeds will be told on Judgement Day to 
seek their reward from those who they acted for, which will not be possible. 
Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5. 


"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere to 
Him in religion....." 


If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a 
lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to 
fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never 


burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al 
Baqarah, verse 286. 


"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity..." 


Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always 
choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim 
should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of Allah, 
the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their sins for 
the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own desires. 
When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be for the 
sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has perfected 
their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, 
number 4681. 


“_..He [Prophet Salih, peace be upon him] said, "O my people, 
worship Allah; you have no deity other than Him...”” 


There are many Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, which advise mankind that whoever testifies that 
there is none worthy of worship except Allah, the Exalted, and that the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, is the servant and 
final messenger of Allah, the Exalted, will be saved from the fire of Hell. 
One such example is found in Sahih Bukhari, number 128. 


The meaning of these Hadiths is that whoever dies while believing in this 
testimony will either enter Paradise and escape Hell or they will enter Hell 
to the extent of their sins and then eventually be allowed into Paradise 
where they will dwell forever. This has been advised in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Bukhari, number 7510. 


It is important to note, that those who desire to enter Paradise without 
entering Hell first must not only declare their belief in Islam verbally but 
they must also fulfil its conditions and obligations. The testimony of faith is 
undoubtedly the key to Paradise but a key needs teeth in order to unlock a 
specific door. The teeth of the key to Paradise are its obligations and 
duties. Without them meaning, the key without its teeth, will not open the 
door to Paradise. This is proven through many Hadiths which indicate entry 
into Paradise requires one to fulfil the conditions and duties of Islam. For 
example, a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1397, indicates that the 
testimony must be supported by actions in the form of the pillars of Islam, 
such as establishing the obligatory prayers. 


The first part of the testimony namely, there is none worthy of worship save 
Allah, the Exalted, means that Allah, the Exalted, is the only One who must 
be obeyed and never disobeyed. When one accepts Allah, the Exalted, as 
their God they must not obey anything which leads to His disobedience as 
Allah, the Exalted, alone is their Master and they are only His slaves. But 
the moment one obeys anything which leads to the disobedience of Allah, 
the Exalted, then they have corrupted their belief in His Oneness which has 
been indicated in chapter 45 Al Jathiyah, verse 23: 


“Have you seen he who has taken as his god his [own] desire...” 


The Holy Quran has warned Muslims that whoever commits sins is in 
reality worshipping the Devil as they have obeyed him over the obedience 
of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 36 Yaseen, verse 60: 


“Did | not enjoin upon you, O children of Adam, that you not worship Satan 
- [for] indeed, he is to you a clear enemy.” 


The Muslims who reject their desires, the desires of others and the 
commands of the Devil and instead only obey Allah, the Exalted, have truly 
taken Allah, the Exalted, as their God. These Muslims have been granted 


the protection of Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. These Muslims have 
practically actualised the testimony of Islam as they supported their verbal 
and internal claim with sincere actions according to the traditions of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. When one 
acts according to his traditions they have fulfilled the second aspect of the 
testimony namely, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, is the servant and final messenger of Allah, the Exalted. These 
Muslims are the ones referred to in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 
number 128. It advises they will be saved from the Hellfire by Allah, the 
Exalted. 


The person who declares Islam with the tongue and internally accepts it is 
undoubtedly a Muslim but their true sincere belief in the Oneness of Allah, 
the Exalted, is diminished according to their sins. 


An aspect of truly acting on the testimony is sincerely loving Allah, the 
Exalted. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, has indicated this in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, 
number 4681. It advises that this is an aspect of perfecting one's faith. This 
is when one loves what Allah, the Exalted, loves and hates what He hates. 
As this was the characteristic of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, according to a Hadith found in Sunan lon Majah, 
number 2333, Muslims have been commanded to follow him. Chapter 3 
Alee Imran, verse 31: 


“Say, [0 Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah 
will love you and forgive you your sins...” 


It is clear from Islamic teachings that loving what Allah, the Exalted, hates 
and disliking what Allah, the Exalted, loves is a clear indication of a person 
following their own desires and obeying them over Allah, the Exalted. This 
attitude reduces one's belief in the Oneness of Allah, the Exalted. The 
following verse makes it clear that adopting this mentality is a deviation 
from true belief in the testimony of Islam. Chapter 9 At Tawbah, verse 24: 


“Say, [0 Muhammad], "If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your wives, 
your relatives, wealth which you have obtained, commerce wherein you 
fear decline, and dwellings with which you are pleased are more beloved to 
you than Allah and His Messenger and striving in His cause, then wait until 
Allah executes His command. And Allah does not guide the defiantly 
disobedient people."” 


The one who worships Allah, the Exalted, according to their own desires 
worships Him on the edge. Meaning, when they face times of ease they 
become pleased but when they encounter difficulties they turn away from 
His obedience in anger. Chapter 22 Al Hajj, verse 11: 


“And of the people is he who worships Allah on an edge. If he is touched by 
good, he is reassured by it; but if he is struck by trial, he turns on his face 
[to unbelief]. He has lost [this] world and the Hereafter. That is what is the 
manifest loss.” 


A Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6502, informs Muslims how to 
correctly believe and act on the testimony of faith, which prevents one 
being harmed by the fire of Hell in the next world. This is to first complete 
the obligatory duties correctly while fulfilling all their conditions and 
etiquettes. Then one must add to this by performing voluntary righteous 
deeds, the best of which are the established traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This leads to the love of 
Allah, the Exalted, and causes Allah, the Exalted, to empower every organ 
of their body so that they only obey Him. This true and sincere obedience is 
the fulfilment of the testimony of faith. This is the sound heart which 
contains only the love of Allah, the Exalted, and is free of worldly desires 
and the love of the material world. Chapter 26 Ash Shu’ara, verses 88-89: 


“The Day when there will not benefit [anyone] wealth or children. But only 
one who comes to Allah with a sound heart." 


It is important to note, this does not mean a Muslim becomes free from 
committing sins but it means they sincerely repent from them whenever 
they are rarely committed. 


To conclude, it is vital for Muslims to not only declare the testimony of Islam 
internally and verbally but they must also show it in their actions as this is 
the only way to achieve true success in this world and completely escape 
punishment in the next world also. 


“[Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, said]...He has produced you 
from the earth...” 


Allah, the Exalted, is Al Khaliq, which means the Creator, Al Baari which 
means the Maker and Al Musawwir which means the Fashioner. 


The Creator is the One who brings something into existence. In reality, 
there is no Creator except Allah, the Exalted, as He is the only One who 
creates without any aid from another. On other hand, an inventor only 
invents things through the aid of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 37 As Saffat, 
verse 96: 


“While Allah created you and that which you do?" 


The Maker is the One who arranges all of the creation and prepares them 
for receiving the forms He has chosen for them which is linked to the next 
divine name mentioned earlier namely, the Fashioner. 


The Creator makes things manifest. The Maker chooses their shape, 
appearance, and time of creation. The Fashioner fashions the creation 
according to His divine will. 


After understanding these divine names a Muslim must trust Allah, the 
Exalted, in all situations. If Allah, the Exalted, created and manages the 
entire universe He is more than capable in sorting out a person's problems. 
In addition, these names indicate that Allah, the Exalted, is the One who 
creates and chooses all things. So a Muslim should not challenge the 
choice of Allah, the Exalted, as this leads to nothing except disappointment. 
It is therefore better to submit obediently and patiently await relief knowing 
that Allah, the Exalted, only decrees the best for His servants even if this 
wisdom is not obvious to them. As a Muslim is short sighted it is better to 
trust in the Creator whose wisdom has no limits. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, 
verse 216: 


“,..But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 


“[Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, said]...He has produced you 
from the earth...” 


Remembering the origins of humans prevents pride. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 265, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that a person who 
possesses even an atom’s worth of pride in their heart will not enter 
Paradise. He clarified that pride is when a person rejects the truth and 
looks down on others. 


No amount of good deeds will benefit someone who possesses pride. This 
is quite obvious when one observes the Devil and how his countless years 
of worship did not benefit him when he became proud. In fact, the following 
verse clearly connects pride with disbelief so a Muslim must avoid this evil 
characteristic at all costs. Chapter 2 Al Bagqarah, verse 34: 


“And [mention] when We said to the angels, "Prostrate before Adam"; so 
they prostrated, except for Iblees. He refused and was arrogant and 
became of the disbelievers.” 


The proud is the one who rejects the truth when it is presented to them 
simply because it did not come from them and as it challenges their desires 
and mentality. The proud person also believes they are superior to others 
even though they are unaware of their own ultimate end and the ultimate 
end of others. This is plain ignorance. In reality, it is foolish to be proud of 
anything seeing as Allah, the Exalted, created and granted everything a 
person owns. Even the righteous deeds one performs are only due to the 
inspiration, knowledge and strength granted by Allah, the Exalted. 
Therefore, being proud of something which does not innately belong to 
them is plain foolishness. This is just like a person who becomes proud 
over a mansion they do not even own or live in. 


This is the reason why pride belongs to Allah, the Exalted, as He alone is 
the Creator and innate Owner of all things. The one who challenges Allah, 
the Exalted, in pride will be thrown into Hell. This has been confirmed in a 
Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4090. 


A Muslim should instead follow in the footsteps of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and adopt humility. The 
humble truly recognise that all the good they possess and all the evil they 
are protected from comes from no one except Allah, the Exalted. 
Therefore, humility is more fitting for a person than pride. A person should 
not be fooled into believing humility leads to disgrace as no one has been 
more honoured than the humble servants of Allah, the Exalted. In fact, the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 
guaranteed an increase in status for the one who adopts humility for the 
sake of Allah, the Exalted, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
2029. 


“[Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, said]...He has produced you 
from the earth and settled you in it...” 


Muslims must remember that the Earth is only a temporary settlement. 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2377, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared that he was not 
concerned over the excess of this material world and his example in this 
world is of a rider who takes a short rest under the shade of a tree and then 
leaves It behind by moving on. 


In reality, each person is a traveller who stays in this world for a very limited 
time compared to where they came from meaning, the world of the souls 
and to where they are heading which is the eternal hereafter. In fact, this 
world in comparison is like waiting at a bus stop. In this Hadith this world 
has been compared to a shadow. This is because a shadow does not last 
long and fades away quickly without people even taking notice which is 
exactly how a person's days and nights pass away. The Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, did not mention a 
traveller's inn or a hotel as these are solid structures which indicate 
permanence. A fading shadow better describes this material world. This is 
because no matter how old a person is they always admit that their life 
flashed by and felt like a moment. Chapter 79 An Naziat, verse 46: 


“It will be, on the Day they see it (Judgment Day), as though they had not 
remained [in the world] except for an afternoon or a morning thereof.” 


The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, indicated 
a rider not someone walking as the one who is walking would rest more 
under the shade of the tree than a rider. This further indicates the limited 
time people spend in this world. 


Taking a rest in the shade indicates the importance of one correctly using 
the material world in order to obtain the provisions they need just like the 
rider takes the provision they need namely, rest. A Muslim should therefore 
prepare for their immediate departure from this world by preparing for the 
hereafter by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from 
His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. 


This does not mean one should abandon this world as this Hadith clearly 
indicates one should make use of the material world in order to prepare for 
the hereafter. The rider takes a rest and Muslims must gather the things 
which will benefit them in the hereafter instead of dedicating their time to 
unnecessary things which will leave them empty handed on Judgment Day. 
Chapter 89 Al Fajar, verses 23-24: 


“And brought [within view], that Day, is Hell - that Day, man will remember, 
but how [i.e., what good] to him will be the remembrance? He will say, "Oh, 
| wish | had sent ahead [some good] for my life." 


“[Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, said]...so ask forgiveness of 
Him and then repent to Him...” 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4251, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that people 
commit sins but the best person who commits sins is the one who 
sincerely repents. 


As people are not Angels they are bound to commit sins. The thing that 
makes these people special is when they sincerely repent from their 
sins. Sincere repentance includes feeling remorse, seeking the 
forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, and anyone who has been wronged, 
making a firm promise not to commit the sin or a similar sin again and 
making up for any rights which have been violated in respect to Allah, 
the Exalted, and people. 


It is important to note, minor sins can be erased through righteous deeds 
which has been advised in many Hadiths, such as the one found in 
Sahih Muslim, number 550. It advises that the five daily obligatory 
prayers and two consecutive Friday congregational prayers erase the 
minor sins committed in between them as long as major sins are 
avoided. 


Major sins are only erased through sincere repentance. Therefore, a 
Muslim should strive to avoid all sins, minor and major, and if they 
happen to occur to immediately sincerely repent as the time of death is 
unknown. And they should continue obeying Allah, the Exalted, by 


fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing 
destiny with patience. 


“[Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, said]...Indeed, my Lord is 
near...” 


In a long divine Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 7405, Allah, the 
Exalted, advises that He is with anyone who remembers Him. 


With the rise of mental problems and disorders, such as depression, it is 
vital for Muslims to understand the importance of this declaration. There 
is a small chance of a person experiencing a mental issue when they are 
constantly surrounded and aided by someone that truly loves them. If 
this is true for a person it is undoubtedly more befitting for Allah, the 
Exalted, who has promised to be with the one who remembers Him. 
Acting on this declaration alone would eliminate all mental issues, such 
as depression. It is the reason why being secluded from others or being 
amongst others did not affect the mental state of the righteous 
predecessors as they were always in the company of Allah, the Exalted. 
It is obvious that when one obtains the company of Allah, the Exalted, 
they will overcome all obstacles and difficulties successfully until they 
reach His proximity in the hereafter. 


In addition, out of His infinite mercy Allah, the Exalted, has not restricted 
this declaration in anyway. For example, He did not declare He was only 
with the righteous or with those who perform specific good deeds. He in 
fact encompassed every Muslim irrespective of the strength of their 
faith or how many sins they have committed. So a Muslim should never 
lose hope in the mercy of Allah, the Exalted. But it is important to note 
the condition mentioned in this Hadith namely, to remember Allah, the 
Exalted. This is not only remembering Him with one's tongue but more 
importantly it is to remember Him through one's actions. This is only 


achieved by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from 
His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. This is the true 
remembrance of Allah, the Exalted. The one who behaves in such a 
manner will be blessed with the company and support of Allah, the 
Exalted. 


Simply put, the more one obeys Allah, the Exalted, the more they will 
receive His company. What one gives is what they shall receive. 


“[Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, said]...Indeed, my Lord is near 
and responsive.” 


Allah, the Exalted, is the One who answers all supplications by either 
fulfilling one's requests, removing an equivalent sin from their book of 
deeds or by saving reward for them in the hereafter as long as the 
etiquettes and conditions of a supplication are fulfilled. This is confirmed 
in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3604. Allah, the Exalted, is 
in fact far too generous and shy to turn away a beggar from His door 
empty handed. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 
number 3556. 


The Muslim who understands this divine name will persist on 
supplicating to Allah, the Exalted, and never give up hope of an answer. 
They will strive to fulfil all the conditions and etiquettes of a supplication 
in order to guarantee its acceptance. 


A Muslim must act on this divine name by fulfilling the good requests of 
people. In fact, a Hadith found in Shama’il At Tirmidhi, number 335, 
advises that the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, never turned someone down when asked for something good. 


“[Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, said]...Indeed, my Lord is near 
and responsive.” 


This verse is aimed at removing a major misconception which had been 
prevalent. This misconception is in fact one of the major reasons which 
encouraged people to associate others with Allah, the Exalted, in His 
divinity. People have often conceived Allah, the Exalted, to be similar to 
those worldly rulers who immerse themselves in a life of ease in their 
grand palaces. Such rulers are normally far removed from their subjects. 
To all intents and purposes they are well beyond the direct access of 
their subjects. The only way for their subjects to reach them is through 
the chosen and favourite courtiers. And even if a subject succeeds in 
conveying their pleadings through a courtier these rulers are often too 
arrogant to directly respond to such pleadings. This is one aspect of the 
function of a courtier - to communicate to a ruler the pleadings of his 
subjects and also to communicate to the subjects the response of the 
ruler. 


Since Allah, the Exalted, was often conceived in the image of such 
worldly rulers many people fell prey to the false belief that Allah, the 
Exalted, is above the reach of ordinary human beings. This belief spread 
further because many evil people found it profitable to propagate such a 
notion. Because of this the general public felt Allah, the Exalted, could 
only be approached through powerful intermediaries and intercessors. 
The only way that a person's prayer could reach Allah, the Exalted, and 
be answered by Him was to approach Him through one of these holy 
people. It was therefore, considered necessary to bestow gifts to these 
religious personalities who supposedly enjoyed the privilege of 
conveying a person's prayers to Allah, the Exalted. 


The Holy Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, struck at the root of this 
ignorant system. This he achieved by emphasizing two facts: that Allah, 
the Exalted, is extremely close to His creatures and that He answers 
their prayers. Thus, he refuted many misconceptions about Allah, the 
Exalted: that He is far away, withdrawn from human beings and that He 
does not answer their prayers if they are to directly approach Him. Allah, 
the Exalted, no doubt, is transcendent and yet He is extremely close to 
every person. Everyone will find Him just beside themself. Everyone can 
whisper to Him the innermost desires of their heart. Everyone can 
address their prayers to Allah, the Exalted, both in public and in private, 
verbally or secretly. Moreover, Allah, the Exalted, answers the prayers of 
all His creatures directly. The purpose of spiritual guides is to teach their 
students how to understand and act on the teachings of Islam and 
because of this they deserve respect. But their role is not to stand in 
between their students and Allah, the Exalted, by claiming that the only 
way to reach Him and get His attention is to go through them. This 
attitude completely contradicts the teachings of the Holy Quran and the 
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him. 


“And to Thamdd [We sent] their brother Salih. He said, "O my 
people, worship Allah... They said, "O Salih, you were among us a 
man of promise before this...”” 


A Muslim should always remember that there are two types of people. 
The first are rightly guided as their criticism of others is based on the 
criticism and advice found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This type 
will always be constructive and guide one to blessings and the pleasure 
of Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. These people will also refrain from 
over or under praising others. Over praising others can cause them to 
become proud and arrogant. Under praising others can lead them to 
becoming lazy and put them off from doing good. This reaction is often 
observed in children. Praising according to the teachings of Islam will 
inspire others to strive harder in both worldly and religious matters and it 
will prevent them from becoming arrogant. Therefore, the praise and 
constructive criticism of this person should be accepted and acted upon 
even if it comes from a stranger. 


The second type of person criticises based on their own desires. This 
criticism is mostly unconstructive and only shows one's bad mood and 
attitude. These people often over and under praise others as they act 
based on their own desires. The negative effects of these two were 
mentioned earlier. Therefore, the criticism and praise of this person 
should be ignored in the majority of cases even if it comes from a loved 
one as it will only cause one to become unnecessarily sad in cases of 
criticism and arrogant in cases of praise. 


It is important to remember that a person who over praises others will 
often over criticise them too. The rule one should always follow is that 
they should only accept the criticism and praise based on the teachings 
of Islam. All other things should be ignored and not taken personally. 


“And to Thamdd [We sent] their brother Salih. He said, "O my 
people, worship Allah... They said, "O Salih, you were among us a 
man of promise before this...”” 


It is important to understand that generally when one chooses a path 
which is different from the path of others, such as their relatives and 
friends, they will face criticism and resistance from them. In fact, the 
majority of criticism Comes from a person's relatives. For example, when 
a Muslim decides to concentrate more on acting on the teachings of 
Islam and if it is something their family have not pursued themselves 
then they will face criticism from them. They will be labelled foolish and 
extreme by those who they believed would support them on their path. It 
is important for Muslims to remain steadfast on the lawful path they 
choose and trust in the help of Allah, the Exalted, through sincere 
obedience by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions 
and by facing destiny with patience, in order to overcome these 
difficulties. 


This is a common reaction from people for when a person chooses a 
different path in life from others it makes them feel as if their path is bad 
or evil and this is the reason the person has chosen a different path. 
Even though the person does not believe this but only chooses a 
different path believing it is better for them yet they will still face criticism. 
It is the same reason all the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, were 
criticised by their people as they chose and passively invited others to a 
different better path. 


To conclude, as long as one's path in life is lawful they should remain 
steadfast and not be deterred by the criticism of others. But this does not 


mean they should not try to improve their situation and character. It 
means they should not be deterred from pursuing their lawful choice 
according to the teachings of Islam. 


“And to Thamdd [We sent] their brother Salih. He said, "O my 
people, worship Allah... They said, "O Salih, you were among us a 
man of promise before this...”” 


People often complain that no matter how hard they try they cannot 
seem to please everyone. No matter what situation they are in someone 
always seems to be displeased with them. This is a reality which all 
experience whether it is in their family life, work life or with friends. A 
Muslim should always remember a few simple things which would 
prevent them from stressing over this issue. 


Firstly, the majority of people are not pleased with Allah, the Exalted, 
even though He granted them countless blessings without being asked 
to. How then can these people be truly happy with another person who 
in reality gave them nothing? Their lack of pleasure with Allah, the 
Exalted, is quite evident from their complaining and the lack of gratitude 
they show Him. 


Secondly, no matter how much a person improves their character they 
will never reach the sublime character possessed by the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and the other Holy 
Prophets, peace be upon them, yet they were still disliked by some 
people. If this is the case with them how can a normal person achieve 
the pleasure of everybody during their life? 


A Muslim should also remember that as people were created with 
different mind-sets they will always find people who disagree with their 


attitude and behaviour. Because of this there will always be some 
people who are not pleased with a person at any given point in time. The 
only one who can come close to pleasing everyone is the two-faced 
person who changes their attitude and beliefs depending on who they 
are dealing with. But eventually even this person will be publicly 
disgraced by Allah, the Exalted. 


Therefore, obtaining the pleasure of all people is unattainable and only a 
foolish person will strive to achieve something which cannot be obtained. 
A Muslim should therefore strive to prioritise the pleasure of Allah, the 
Exalted, above all else by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His 
prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to traditions of 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This 
does not mean a Muslim should not be respectful to others as this 
contradicts the tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him. It means a Muslim should understand that if they 
obey Allah, the Exalted, He will protect them from the negative attitude 
and effects of people even if this protection is not obvious to them. But if 
they prioritise pleasing people they will not achieve it and Allah, the 
Exalted, will not protect them from the displeasure and negative effects 
of people. 


“And to Thamdd [We sent] their brother Salih. He said, "O my 
people, worship Allah... They said, "O Salih...Do you forbid us to 
worship what our fathers worshipped ?...”” 


Muslims must avoid following the customs of others and instead adhere 
to the two sources of guidance. 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4606, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that any matter 
which is not based on Islam will be rejected. 


lf Muslims desire lasting success in both worldly and religious matters 
they must strictly adhere to the teachings of the Holy Quran and the 
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him. Even though, certain actions which are not directly taken from these 
two sources of guidance can still be considered a righteous deed it is 
important to prioritize these two sources of guidance over all else. 
Because the fact is that the more one acts on things which are not taken 
from these two sources even if it is a righteous deed the less they will 
act on these two sources of guidance. An obvious example is how many 
Muslims have adopted cultural practices into their lives which do not 
have a foundation in these two sources of guidance. Even if these 
cultural practices are not sins they have preoccupied Muslims from 
learning and acting on these two sources of guidance as they feel 
satisfied with their behaviour. This leads to ignorance of the two sources 
of guidance which in turn will only lead to misguidance. 


This is why a Muslim must learn and act on these two sources of 
guidance which have been established by the leaders of guidance and 
only then act on other voluntary righteous deeds if they have the time 
and energy to do so. But if they choose ignorance and made up 
practices even if they are not sins over learning and acting on these two 
sources of guidance they will not achieve success. 


“And to Thamdd [We sent] their brother Salih. He said, ""O my 
people, worship Allah... They said, "O Salih...Do you forbid us to 
worship what our fathers worshipped ?...”” 


Muslims must avoid following the customs of others and instead adhere 
to the two sources of guidance. 


Muslims should not follow and adopt the customary practices of non- 
Muslims. The more Muslims do this the less they will follow the 
teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This is quite evident in 
this day and age as many Muslims have adopted the cultural practices 
of other nations which has caused them to become distant from the 
teachings of Islam. For example, one only needs to observe the modern 
Muslim wedding to observe how many non-Muslim cultural practices 
have been adopted by Muslims. What makes this worse is that many 
Muslims cannot differentiate between Islamic practices based on the 
Holy Quran and traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, and the cultural practices of non-Muslims. 
Because of this non-Muslims cannot differentiate between them either 
which has caused great problems for Islam. For example, honour killings 
is a Cultural practice which has nothing to do with Islam yet because of 
the ignorance of Muslims and their habit of adopting non-Muslim cultural 
practices Islam is blamed every time an honour killing occurs in society. 
The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
removed the social barriers in the form of casts and brotherhoods in 
order to unite people yet ignorant Muslims have resurrected them by 
adopting the cultural practices of non-Muslims. Simply put, the more 
cultural practices Muslims adopt the less they will act on the Holy Quran 
and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 
be upon him. 


“And to Thamdd [We sent] their brother Salih. He said, "O my 
people, worship Allah... They said, "O Salih...Do you forbid us to 
worship what our fathers worshipped ?...”” 


Muslims must avoid following the customs of others and instead adhere 
to the two sources of guidance. 


The elders of a family, especially parents, often use a statement which 
they believe indicates their right guidance namely, elders know best. To 
be honest this statement was true in the day of the righteous 
predecessors as the elders at that time used to strive in gaining and 
acting on beneficial knowledge. They put aside their own opinions and 
thinking and instead adopted the advice of the Holy Quran and the 
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him. Because of their sincere efforts they were granted right guidance by 
Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 69: 


“And those who Strive for Us - We will surely guide them to Our ways...” 


Therefore, this statement applied to them and the youngsters in those 
days benefited if they acted on the advice of these elders. But 
unfortunately times have changed. In this day and age the majority of 
elders do not seek nor act on beneficial knowledge instead the vast 
majority act on their cultural practices which in most cases do not have a 
foundation in Islamic teachings. They flee from beneficial knowledge and 
are very content with these teachings based on made up cultural 
practices. Because of this ignorance elders are now sometimes right and 


sometimes wrong. Therefore, the statement elders know best no longer 
applies. 


It is important to note this does not mean a Muslim should ignore or 
disrespect their elders as this completely contradicts the teachings of 
Islam. They should instead strive to gain correct beneficial knowledge, 
hear the advice of others, including their elders, and then make a choice 
which is indicated by Islam in all their matters even if it contradicts the 
opinions of others. A Muslim should not blindly follow their elders as this 
in most cases will lead them away from the teachings of Islam. Chapter 
6 Al An’am, verse 116: 


“And if you obey most of those upon the earth, they will mislead you 
from the way of Allah. They follow not except assumption, and they are 
not but misjudging.” 


This is possible to do while maintaining respect for others especially 
one's elders. If Muslims do this then perhaps a day will come when this 
statement will once again be true. 


“And to Thamdd [We sent] their brother Salih. He said, "O my 
people, worship Allah... They said, "O Salih, you were among us a 
man of promise before this...And indeed we are, about that to 
which you invite us, in disquieting doubt." He said, ""O my people, 
have you considered: if | should be upon clear evidence from my 
Lord...”” 


Their doubt was not based on a genuine lack of understanding and that 
they only required clarification in order to accept the truth. As proven by 
these verses, they knew the Holy Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, 
and therefore recognised his truthfulness and sincerity and the 
truthfulness of the miraculous signs he was granted. Their reply was 
based on nothing but stubbornness and aimed at putting off others from 
accepting the truth. The Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, have 
always been treated in this manner even though the truth is clear for all 
to see and accept. 


For example, once one of the non-Muslim leaders of Mecca, Walid Bin 
Mughira, once held a meeting with the other non-Muslim leaders of 
Mecca during the time of the Holy Pilgrimage. The Holy Pilgrimage did 
exist before the coming of Islam but the correct practices of the Holy 
Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him, had been completely changed. He 
advised the other leaders that soon many people would enter Mecca 
because of the Holy Pilgrimage and they will come across the message 
of Islam so they needed to unanimously agree on what to say about the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in order to 
deter people from accepting Islam. Someone advised that they should 
label the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, a 
soothsayer. But Walid replied that it was obvious that the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, was not a soothsayer as 
he did not possess any of their crazy characteristics therefore people 
would not accept this. Another advised that they should tell people the 


Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, was crazy 
and was possessed by evil spirits. But Walid replied that it was obvious 
this was not true as these signs were not apparent in him. Finally, 
someone advised to label the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, a poet so that people would not pay attention to 
what he says. But again Walid replied that it was obvious that the Holy 
Quran or his speech were not poetry as the Arabs were masters of 
poetry. Walid advised everyone to claim that the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, was a sorcerer whose 
goals were to cause separation between people and their religion and 
divisions within families. After agreeing to this plan they dispersed and 
waited for people to flood into Mecca for the Holy Pilgrimage and warned 
them not to pay attention to the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, as they claimed he was a sorcerer. This has 
been discussed in Imam Ibn Kathir’s, the Life of the Prophet, Volume 1, 
Page 362. 


“He [Prophet Salih, peace be upon him] said, "O my people, have 
you considered: if | should be upon clear evidence from my 
Lord...”” 


This verse encourages one to gain and act on Islamic knowledge in 
order to obtain certainty of faith. 


All Muslims have faith in Islam but the strength of their faith varies from 
person to person. For example, the one who follows the teachings of 
Islam because their family told them to is not the same as the one who 
believes in it through evidence. A person who has heard about 
something will not believe in it in the same way as the one who has 
witnessed the thing with their own eyes. 


As confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224, 
gaining useful knowledge is a duty on all Muslims. One of the reasons 
for this is that it is the best way a Muslim can strengthen their faith in 
Islam. This is important to pursue as the stronger one’s certainty of faith 
the greater the chance they will remain steadfast on the correct path, 
especially when facing difficulties. In addition, having certainty of faith 
has been described as one of the best things one can possess in a 
Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3849. This knowledge should 
be obtained by studying the Holy Quran and the Hadith of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, through a 
reliable source. 


Allah, the Exalted, did not only declare a truth in the Holy Quran but He 
also provided evidence for it through examples. Not only examples 
which are to be found in the past nations but examples which have been 
placed in one's very own life. For example, in the Holy Quran Allah, the 
Exalted, advises that sometimes a person loves a thing even though it 
will cause them trouble if they obtained it. Similarly, they might hate a 
thing while there is much hidden good in it for them. Chapter 2 Al 
Baqarah, verse 216: 


“,..But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 


There are many examples of this truth in history such as the Pact of 
Hudaiba. Some Muslims believed this pact, which was made with the 
non-Muslims of Mecca, would completely favour the latter group. Yet, 
history clearly shows that it favoured Islam and the Muslims. This event 
is discussed in the Hadiths found in Sahih Bukhari, numbers 2731 and 
2732. 


If one reflects on their own life they will find many examples when they 
believed something was good when it was actually bad for them and 
vice versa. These examples prove the authenticity of this verse and help 
one's faith strengthen. 


Another example is found in chapter 79 An Naziat, verse 46: 


“It will be, on the Day they see it (Judgement Day) as though they had 
not remained [in the world] except for an afternoon or a morning 
thereof.” 


If one turns the pages of history they will clearly observe how great 
empires came and went. But when they left they passed away in such a 
way as if they were only on Earth for a moment. All but a few of their 
signs have faded away as if they were never present on Earth in the first 
place. Similarly, when one reflects on their own life they will realise that 
no matter how old they are and no matter how slow certain days might 
have felt overall their life so far has passed in a flash. Understanding the 
truthfulness of this verse strengthens one's certainty of faith and this 
inspires them to prepare for the hereafter before their time runs out. 


The Holy Quran and the Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 
and blessings be upon him, are full of such examples. Therefore, one 
should strive to learn and act on these divine teachings so that they 
adopt certainty of faith. The one who achieves this will not be shaken by 
any difficulty they face and will remain steadfast on the path which leads 
to the gates of Paradise. Chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 53: 


“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until 
it becomes clear to them that it is the truth...” 


“They said, "O Salih, you were among us a man of promise before 
this...He said, "O my people, have you considered: if | should be 
upon clear evidence from my Lord and He has given me mercy 
from Himself, who would protect me from Allah if | disobeyed Him? 
So you would not increase me except in loss.”” 


Islam teaches Muslims that they should never compromise on their faith 
in order to gain something from the material world. Chapter 4 An Nisa, 
verse 135: 


“O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm in justice, 
witnesses for Allah, even if it be against yourselves or parents and 
relatives...” 


As the material world is temporary whatever one gains from it will 
eventually fade away and they will be held accountable for their actions 
and attitude in the hereafter. On the other hand, faith is the precious 
jewel which guides a Muslim through all difficulties in this world and in 
the hereafter safely. Therefore, it is plain foolishness to compromise the 
thing which is more beneficial and lasting for the sake of a temporary 
thing. 


Many people especially women, will encounter moments in their lives 
where they will have to choose whether to compromise on their faith. For 
example, in some cases a Muslim woman may believe that if she 
removed her scarf and dressed a certain way she would be more 
respected at work and may even climb the corporate ladder more 


quickly. Similarly, in the corporate world it is considered important to 
mingle with colleagues after work hours. So a Muslim might find 
themself being invited to a pub or club after work. 


In times like this it is important to remember that ultimate victory and 
success will only be granted to those who remain steadfast on the 
teachings of Islam. Those who act in this way will be granted worldly and 
religious Success. But more importantly their worldly success will not 
become a burden for them. In fact, it will become a means for Allah, the 
Exalted, to increase their rank and remembrance amongst mankind. 
Examples of this are the rightly guided Caliphs of Islam. They did not 
compromise on their faith and instead remained steadfast throughout 
their lives and in return Allah, the Exalted, granted them a worldly and 
religious empire. 


All other forms of success are very temporal and sooner or later they 
become a difficulty for its bearer. One only needs to observe the many 
celebrities who compromised on their ideals and belief in order to obtain 
fame and fortune only for these things to become a cause of their 
sadness, anxiety, depression, substance abuse and even suicide. 


Reflect on these two paths for a moment and then decide which one 
should be preferred and chosen. 


“They said, "O Salih, you were among us a man of promise before 
this...He said, "O my people, have you considered: if | should be 
upon clear evidence from my Lord and He has given me mercy 
from Himself, who would protect me from Allah if | disobeyed Him? 
So you would not increase me except in loss.”” 


It is important for Muslims to understand a simple yet profound lesson 
namely, they will never succeed in this world or the next in worldly or 
religious matters through the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted. Since 
the dawn of time to this age and till the end of time no person has ever 
achieved true success nor will they ever through the disobedience of 
Allah, the Exalted. This is quite obvious when one turns the pages of 
history. Therefore, when a Muslim is in a situation which they desire to 
achieve a positive and successful outcome from they should never 
choose to disobey Allah, the Exalted, irrespective of how tempting or 
easy it may seem to be. Even if one is advised by their close friends and 
relatives to do so as there is no obedience to the creation if it means 
disobedience to the Creator. And in truth they will never be able to 
protect them from Allah, the Exalted, and His punishment in either this 
world or the next. The same way Allah, the Exalted, grants success to 
those who obey Him He removes a successful outcome from those who 
disobey Him even if this removal takes time to witness. A Muslim should 
not be fooled as this will occur sooner or later. The Holy Quran has 
made it extremely clear that an evil plan or action only encompasses the 
doer even if this punishment is delayed. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 43: 


“,..but the evil plot does not encompass except its own people...” 


Therefore, no matter how difficult the situation and choice Muslims 
should always choose the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in both 
worldly and religious matters as this alone will lead to true success in 
both worlds even if this success is not obvious immediately. 


“They said, "O Salih, you were among us a man of promise before 
this...He said, "O my people, have you considered: if | should be 
upon clear evidence from my Lord and He has given me mercy 
from Himself, who would protect me from Allah if | disobeyed Him? 
So you would not increase me except in loss.”” 


These verses also warn against bad companionship. 


Muslims should note that a major sign of true love is when one directs 
their beloved towards the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, which 
involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and 
facing destiny with patience. This is because obedience leads to 
success and safety in both this world and in the hereafter. A person who 
does not desire safety and success for a person can never truly love 
them irrespective of what they claim or how they treat the other person. 
The same way a person becomes happy when their beloved obtains 
worldly success, like a job, they will also desire their beloved to obtain 
success in the hereafter. If a person does not care about another 
obtaining safety and success especially, in the next world then they do 
not love them. 


A true lover could not bear knowing and seeing their beloved facing 
difficulties and punishment in this world or in the next. This is only 
avoidable through the sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted. 
Therefore, they would always direct their beloved towards the obedience 
of Allah, the Exalted. If a person directs another towards their own 
selfish interest or the interest of others instead of the obedience of Allah, 
the Exalted, it is a clear sign that they do not truly love them. This 
applies to all relationships such as friendships and relatives. 


Therefore, a Muslim should assess whether those in their life direct them 
towards Allah, the Exalted, or not. If they do then it is a clear sign of their 
love for them. If they do not then it is a clear sign that they do not truly 
love them. Chapter 43 Az Zukhruf, verse 67: 


“Close friends, that Day, will be enemies to each other, except for the 
righteous.” 


“They said, "O Salih, you were among us a man of promise before 
this...He said, "O my people, have you considered: if | should be upon 
clear evidence from my Lord and He has given me mercy from 
Himself, who would protect me from Allah if | disobeyed Him? So you 
would not increase me except in loss.”” 


It is important for Muslims to strive in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, 
by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing 
destiny with patience as Allah, the Exalted, has guaranteed a good life in 
both worlds for the one who behaves in this manner. Chapter 16 An Nahl, 
verse 97: 


“Whoever does righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a 
believer - We will surely cause him to live a good life, and We will surely 
give them their reward [in the Hereafter] according to the best of what they 
used to do.” 


This good life will protect a Muslim from severe grief, depression and other 
extreme moods and mental disorders which can destroy a person's life. 
Even though, Muslims will face difficulties which will sadden them but if 
they obey Allah, the Exalted, this sadness will never become extreme and 
effect their entire life on a long term basis. This is because a Muslim who 
strives in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, has an excellent reason to 
continue moving forward through their difficulty without giving up and 
turning to depression and even suicide. For example, they look forward to 
the countless reward which will be granted to the patient. Chapter 39 Az 
Zumar, verse 10: 


“_..Indeed, the patient will be given their reward without account [I.e., limit].” 


Whereas, the Muslim who does not strive in the obedience of Allah, the 
Exalted, and only claims the title of being a Muslim with their tongue will not 
be granted this attitude and a good life. And whenever they face difficulties 
it will drive them to extreme moods and mental disorders which will destroy 
their entire life. 


Chapter 11 - Hud, Verses 64-68 
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“[Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, said] And O my people, this is the she- 
camel of Allah - [she is] to you a sign. So let her feed upon Allah's earth 
and do not touch her with harm, or you will be taken by an impending 
punishment." 


But they hamstrung her, so he said, "Enjoy yourselves in your homes for 
three days. That is a promise not to be denied [i.e., unfailing]." 


So when Our command came, We saved Salih and those who believed 
with him, by mercy from Us, and [saved them] from the disgrace of that 
day. Indeed, it is your Lord who is the Powerful, the Exalted in Might. 


And the shriek seized those who had wronged, and they became within 
their homes [corpses] fallen prone. 


As if they had never prospered therein. Unquestionably, Thamtd denied 
their Lord; then, away with Thamdd.” 


“[Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, said] And O my people, this is 
the she-camel of Allah - [she is] to you a sign. So let her feed upon 
Allah's earth and do not touch her with harm, or you will be taken by 
an impending punishment.” But they hamstrung her so he said, 
"Enjoy yourselves in your homes for three days. That is a promise not 
to be denied [i.e., unfailing].”” 


The nation of the Holy Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, requested a 
specific miracle from him namely, a specific camel which emerged from 
within a rock. This was a clear and miraculous sign granted to them yet 
they still denied and disobeyed Allah, the Exalted. Similarly, the Muslims 
have been granted the two greatest signs of Allah, the Exalted, namely, the 
Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, and they must therefore avoid following the 
footsteps of Thamud by sincerely following and obeying them. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is 
sincerity towards the Holy Quran and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 
and blessings be upon him. 


Sincerity towards the Holy Quran includes having deep respect and love for 
the words of Allah, the Exalted. This sincerity is proven when one fulfils the 
three aspects of the Holy Quran. The first is to recite it correctly and 
regularly. The second is to understand its teachings through a reliable 
source and teacher. The final aspect is to act on the teachings of the Holy 
Quran with the aim of pleasing Allah, the Exalted. The sincere Muslim gives 


priority to acting on its teachings over acting on their desires which 
contradict the Holy Quran. Modelling one’s character on the Holy Quran is 
the sign of true sincerity towards the book of Allah, the Exalted. This is the 
tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 
1342. 


The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is sincerity 
towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 
This includes striving to acquire knowledge in order to act on his traditions. 
These traditions include the ones related to Allah, the Exalted, in the form 
of worship, and his blessed noble character towards the creation. Chapter 
68 Al Qalam, verse 4: 


"And indeed, you are of a great moral character." 


It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This has 
been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 7: 


"..And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has 
forbidden you - refrain from..." 


Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of anyone 
else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 3 
Alee Imran, verse 31: 


"Say, [0 Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah 
will love you and forgive you your sins..." 


One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his 
passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah 
be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and teach 
his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. Sincerity 
also includes loving those who love him and disliking those who criticise 
him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. This is all 
summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 16. It 
advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, the 
Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown through 
actions not just words. 


“[Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, said] And O my people, this is 
the she-camel of Allah - [she is] to you a sign. So let her feed upon 
Allah's earth and do not touch her with harm, or you will be taken by 
an impending punishment." But they hamstrung her so he said, 
"Enjoy yourselves in your homes for three days. That is a promise not 
to be denied [i.e., unfailing].”” 


It is important for Muslims to understand a simple yet profound lesson 
namely, they will never succeed in this world or the next in worldly or 
religious matters through the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted. Since the 
dawn of time to this age and till the end of time no person has ever 
achieved true success nor will they ever through the disobedience of Allah, 
the Exalted. This is quite obvious when one turns the pages of history. 
Therefore, when a Muslim is in a situation which they desire to achieve a 
positive and successful outcome from they should never choose to disobey 
Allah, the Exalted, irrespective of how tempting or easy it may seem to be. 
Even if one is advised by their close friends and relatives to do so as there 
is no obedience to the creation if it means disobedience to the Creator. And 
in truth they will never be able to protect them from Allah, the Exalted, and 
His punishment in either this world or the next. The same way Allah, the 
Exalted, grants success to those who obey Him He removes a successful 
outcome from those who disobey Him even if this removal takes time to 
witness. A Muslim should not be fooled as this will occur sooner or later. 
The Holy Quran has made it extremely clear that an evil plan or action only 
encompasses the doer even if this punishment is delayed. Chapter 35 
Fatir, verse 43: 


“,..but the evil plot does not encompass except its own people...” 


Therefore, no matter how difficult the situation and choice Muslims should 
always choose the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in both worldly and 
religious matters as this alone will lead to true success in both worlds even 
if this Success is not obvious immediately. 


“So when Our command came, We saved Salih and those who 
believed with him, by mercy from Us, and [saved them] from the 
disgrace of that day...” 


This great event teaches Muslims that whenever they encounter a difficult 
situation they should remain firm on the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, 
trusting that He will provide them a way out of it even if this seems 
impossible at the time just like He done for the Holy Prophet Salih, peace 
be upon him, and his followers. Chapter 65 At Talaq, verse 2: 


“...And whoever fears Allah - He will make for him a way out.” 


A Muslim should understand that Allah, the Exalted, chooses the best for 
His servants even if the wisdoms behind the difficulty are not obvious. It is 
a person's reaction which either leads to blessings or the anger of Allah, 
the Exalted. One only needs to reflect on the countless examples in their 
own life where they believed something was bad only to change their mind 
later on and vice versa. This is just like when a person takes a bitter 
medicine prescribed to them by a doctor. Even though the medicine is bitter 
they still take it believing it will benefit them. It is strange how a Muslim can 
trust a doctor whose knowledge is limited and who is not absolutely certain 
the bitter medicine will benefit them and fail to trust Allah, the Exalted, 
whose knowledge is infinite and when He only decrees the best for His 
servants. 


A Muslim should understand the difference between wishful thinking and 
trust in Allah, the Exalted. The person who does not obey Allah, the 
Exalted, and then expects Him to help them in difficulties is a wishful 
thinker. The one who will gain the help of Allah, the Exalted, which is 
indicated in this great event, is the one who sincerely strives in the 
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, which involves fulfilling His commands, 
refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience and then 
trusts His judgment without complaining or questioning His choice. 


“So when Our command came, We saved Salih and those who 
believed with him, by mercy from Us, and [saved them] from the 
disgrace of that day...” 


This verse also indicates the importance of good companionship. 


Muslims should note that a major sign of true love is when one directs their 
beloved towards the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, which involves 
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny 
with patience. This is because obedience leads to success and safety in 
both this world and in the hereafter. A person who does not desire safety 
and success for a person can never truly love them irrespective of what 
they claim or how they treat the other person. The same way a person 
becomes happy when their beloved obtains worldly success, like a job, 
they will also desire their beloved to obtain success in the hereafter. If a 
person does not care about another obtaining safety and success 
especially, in the next world then they do not love them. 


A true lover could not bear knowing and seeing their beloved facing 
difficulties and punishment in this world or in the next. This is only 
avoidable through the sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted. Therefore, 
they would always direct their beloved towards the obedience of Allah, the 
Exalted. If a person directs another towards their own selfish interest or the 
interest of others instead of the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, it is a clear 
sign that they do not truly love them. This applies to all relationships such 
as friendships and relatives. 


Therefore, a Muslim should assess whether those in their life direct them 
towards Allah, the Exalted, or not. If they do then it is a clear sign of their 
love for them. If they do not then it is a clear sign that they do not truly love 
them. Chapter 43 Az Zukhruf, verse 67: 


“Close friends, that Day, will be enemies to each other, except for the 
righteous.” 


“So when Our command came, We saved Salih and those who 
believed with him, by mercy from Us, and [saved them] from the 
disgrace of that day...” 


Allah, the Exalted, safeguards and preserves the creation and takes care of 
them with special care. He protects the obedient from the plots and traps of 
the Devil and He safeguards the disobedient from His immediate 
punishment in order to give them an opportunity to sincerely repent. 


A Muslim should act on this divine name by using the means provided to 
them by Allah, the Exalted, but always trust in His divine care and choices 
in every situation and outcome they face even if they do not observe the 
wisdom behind some choices. This inspires patience and even 
contentment with the choice of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 65 At Talaaq, 
verse 3: 


“,..And whoever relies upon Allah - then He is sufficient for him...” 


A Muslim should also understand that they will only be protected from 
misguidance and punishment by the Guardian namely, Allah, the Exalted. 
This removes any signs of pride and ensures they seek His protection 
through sincere obedience to Him. A Muslim must act on this divine name 
by safeguarding every trust they possess such as their blessings by using 
them according to the teachings of Islam. They should safeguard their 


actions and speech from the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted. This will 
ensure they receive more blessings from Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 14 
lbrahim, verse 7: 


“And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, ‘If you are grateful, | will 
surely increase you [in favor]...” 


“.. Indeed, it is your Lord who is the Powerful, the Exalted in Might.” 


Allah, the Exalted, is the One who over powers all things, who in reality is 
the only One who possesses power and might. Anyone else who 
possesses strength only does so because Allah, the Exalted, granted it to 
them. There is no atom in this world or in the next that can escape the 
power and authority of Allah, the Exalted. 


As all power belongs to Allah, the Exalted, a Muslim should therefore 
always remember that the strength to perform righteous deeds and refrain 
from sins comes from Allah, the Exalted, alone. This will remove any 
chance of pride creeping into their heart. An atom’s worth of which is 
enough to take a person to Hell. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Muslim, number 266. 


Whoever desires for their faith to become mighty must obey the All Mighty, 
Allah, the Exalted. Only then will they be granted strong faith which will aid 
them to overcome all difficulties so that they leave this world while Allah, 
the Exalted, is pleased with them. True obedience only lies in following the 
footsteps of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him. This includes fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining 
from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. Chapter 3 Alee 
Imran, verse 31: 


“Say, [0 Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah 
will love you and forgive you your sins.” 


Truly Knowing Allah, the Exalted, is All Mighty should prevent a Muslim 
from sinning. As they should know there is no way to escape the might of 
Allah, the Exalted. In addition, when a Muslim engraves this divine name 
into their heart it prevents them from committing oppression and wronging 
others. They become fully aware that even if there is no person powerful 
enough to seek justice from them Allah, the Exalted, will certainly take them 
to account and punish them in both worlds. As confirmed in a Hadith found 
in Sahih Muslim, number 6579, oppression to others may cause the All 
Mighty, Allah, the Exalted, to hurl them into Hell on Judgment Day. 


“And the shriek seized those who had wronged, and they became 
within their homes [corpses] fallen prone. As if they had never 
prospered therein...” 


It is important for a Muslim to be observant in their daily life and avoid being 
too self-absorbed in their own worldly matters so that they become 
heedless over the things which are occurring around them and the things 
which have already occurred. This is an important quality to possess as it is 
an excellent way to strengthen one's faith which in turn helps one to remain 
obedient to Allah, the Exalted, at all times. For example, when a Muslim 
observes a sick person they should not only aid them by whatever means 
they possess, even if it is only a supplication, but they should reflect on 
their own health and understand that they too will eventually lose their good 
health either by an illness, ageing or even death. This should inspire them 
to be grateful for their good health and show this through their actions by 
taking advantage of their good health in both worldly and religious matters 
which are pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. 


When they observe the death of a rich person they should not only feel sad 
for the deceased and their family but realise that one day which is unknown 
to them they will die also. They should understand that just like the rich 
person was abandoned by their wealth, fame and family at their grave so 
will they too be left only with their deeds in their grave. This will encourage 
them to prepare for their grave and the hereafter. 


This attitude can and should be applied to all things one observes. A 
Muslim should learn a lesson from everything around them which has been 
advised in the Holy Quran. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 191: 


“,.and give thought to the creation of the heavens and the earth, [saying], 
"Our Lord, You did not create this aimlessly; exalted are You [above such a 
thing]; then protect us from the punishment of the Fire.” 


Those who behave in this manner will strengthen their faith on a daily basis 
whereas those who are too self-absorbed in their worldly life will remain 
heedless which may lead them to their destruction. 


“And the shriek seized those who had wronged, and they became 
within their homes [corpses] fallen prone. As if they had never 
prospered therein. Unquestionably, Thamdd denied their Lord; then, 
away with Thamdd.” 


It is important to learn that no matter how much physical or social strength 
a person has a day will certainly come when they face the consequences of 
their actions. In most cases, this occurs during their life where the actions 
of a person leads them to trouble, such as prison and eventually they will 
face the consequences of their actions in the hereafter as well. This applies 
to all people not just leaders. 


A Muslim should therefore never mistreat others, such as their relatives. 
They should learn a lesson from the tyrannical leaders of history who were 
greater in strength than them yet, a day certainly came when their strength 
did not benefit them and they faced the consequences of their evil deeds. 
Social influence and strength are fickle things as they quickly pass from 
person to person thereby, never remaining with anyone for long. Therefore, 
a Muslim who possesses such strength should use it in a way which is 
pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, by benefiting themself and others. But if they 
abuse their authority then they will eventually face a punishment which no 
one can protect them from. 


In addition, it is important not to abuse one’s authority as it may cause them 
to be hurled into Hell on Judgment Day. Every oppressor will have to give 
their righteous deeds to their victims and if necessary take the sins of their 
victims until justice is established. This will cause many oppressors to be 


thrown into Hell. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Muslim, number 6579. 


To conclude, a Muslim should never forget to hold themself accountable for 
their deeds. Those who do will avoid disobeying Allah, the Exalted, and 
harming others. But those who do not judge themselves will continue 
disobeying Allah, the Exalted, and harming others heedlessly not knowing 
that in actual fact they are only harming themselves. But when they realize 
this fact it will be too late for them to escape punishment. 


“And the shriek seized those who had wronged, and they became 
within their homes [corpses] fallen prone. As if they had never 
prospered therein. Unquestionably, Thamdd denied their Lord; then, 
away with Thamdd.” 


The root of their misguidance was failing to show sincerity to Allah, the 
Exalted. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is 
sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted. 


Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given by 
Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His pleasure. As 
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all will be judged 
by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, when 
performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this world or in the next. 
In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154, 
those who performed insincere deeds will be told on Judgement Day to 
seek their reward from those who they acted for, which will not be possible. 
Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5. 


"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere to 
Him in religion....." 


If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a 
lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to 
fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never 
burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al 
Baqarah, verse 286. 


"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...." 


Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always 
choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim 
should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of Allah, 
the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their sins for 
the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own desires. 
When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be for the 
sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has perfected 
their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, 
number 4681. 


“And the shriek seized those who had wronged, and they became 
within their homes [corpses] fallen prone. As if they had never 
prospered therein. Unquestionably, Thamdd denied their Lord; then, 
away with Thamdd.” 


The root of their misguidance was failing to show sincerity to Allah, the 
Exalted. 


Those who disbelieve or avoid acting on their faith in Islam do so out of 
love for the material world and the things within it. They believe that 
believing or acting on their faith will prevent them from enjoying worldly 
blessings meaning, for them faith is something that restricts their desires 
and therefore they turn away from it either literally or practically. Instead 
they turn towards the material world and strive to fulfill their desires without 
restrictions believing that true peace lies in this. They look down at those 
who accept and actualize their faith by controlling their actions and using 
their worldly blessings in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. They believe 
that these pious Muslims are lowly slaves who been restricted from 
enjoying themselves whereas they, the disbelievers and the misguided, are 
free. But in actual fact this could not be further from the truth as the real 
slaves are those who fail to accept and submit to Allah, the Exalted, and 
the superior ones are those who have done this as they become free of 
slavery to the world. This can be understood by an example. A good parent 
will restrict the type of food their child eats meaning, they will only let them 
eat junk and unhealthy food once in a while and instead force them to 
follow a healthy diet. This child therefore believes that their parent has 
placed undesirable restrictions on them and that they have become slaves 
to their parent and their healthy diet. On the other hand another child has 
been given permission from their parent to eat whatever they desire, 


whenever they desire and how much they desire. So this child believes that 
they are completely free of all restrictions. When these children come 
together the child who has been given complete freedom criticizes and 
looks down on the child who has been restricted by their parent. The latter 
child will also feel sorry for themself when they observe the other child has 
been given free reign to behave however they wish. Outwardly it appears 
the child who has been granted freed has obtained happiness whereas the 
other child is too tied up with restrictions to enjoy life. But years down the 
line the truth will become manifest. The child who had no restrictions grows 
up to become extremely unhealthy e.g. obesity, diabetes, high blood 
pressure, etc. As a result of this they even become mentally unhealthy as 
they lose confidence in their body and the way they look. Because of this 
they become a slave of medications, diseases, mental and social problems. 
All these things restrict their happiness and life. Whereas, the child who 
was restricted by their parent grows up healthy in mind and body. As a 
result they become confident in their body and ability, which aids them to 
succeed in life. They become free of any slavery to medications, diseases, 
mental and social problems as they grew up with the correct balance and 
guidance. So the child who had no restrictions grew up becoming a slave to 
many things, whereas the child who had restrictions grew up independent 
of all restrictions. 


To conclude, the real slave is the one who becomes a slave to all other 
things except Allah, the Exalted, such as social media, society, fashion and 
culture, and this leads to mental, physical and social problems, whereas 
the real free person is the one who submits only to Allah, the Exalted, 
thereby achieving peace of mind and body. 


“And the shriek seized those who had wronged, and they became 
within their homes [corpses] fallen prone. As if they had never 
prospered therein. Unquestionably, Thamtd denied their Lord; 

then, away with Thamdd.” 


The root of their misguidance was failing to show sincerity to Allah, the 
Exalted. 


Disbelief can be a literal rejecting of Islam or through actions, which 
involves disobeying Allah, the Exalted, even though one believes in Him. 
This can be clearly understood by an example. If an unaware person is 
warned by another of an approaching lion and the unaware person takes 
practical steps to obtain safety they will be considered someone who 
believed in the warning given to them as they adapted their behaviour 
based on the warning. Whereas, if the unaware person does not 
practically change their behaviour after being warned, people will 
suspect that they do not believe in the warning given to them even if the 
unaware person verbally claims belief in the warning given to them. 


Some people claim that their belief and obedience to their God is in their 
hearts and they therefore do not need to demonstrate it practically. 
Unfortunately, this foolish mentality has infected many Muslims who 
believe they possess a pure faithful heart even though they fail to fulfil 
the obligatory duties of Islam. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, has clearly declared in a Hadith found in Sunan 
lon Majah, number 3984, that when one's heart is pure the body 
becomes pure which means their actions become correct. But if one's 
heart is corrupt the body becomes corrupt which means their actions will 
be corrupt and incorrect. Therefore, the one who does not obey Allah, 


the Exalted, by fulfilling their duties practically can never have a pure 
heart. 


Chapter 27 - An Naml, Verses 45-47 
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“And We had certainly sent to Thamud their brother Salih, [saying], 
"Worship Allah," and at once they were two parties conflicting. 


He said, "O my people, why are you impatient for evil before [i.e., instead 
of] good? Why do you not seek forgiveness of Allah that you may receive 
mercy?” 


They said, "We consider you a bad omen, you and those with you." He 
said, "Your omen [I.e., fate] is with Allah. Rather, you are a people being 
tested."” 


“And We had certainly sent to Thamtd their brother Salih...” 


Meaning, they knew him very well and testified to his unparalleled good 
character and truthfulness. This was true for all the Holy Prophets, peace 
be upon them, especially the final Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him. 


During his childhood the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, was always under the protection of Allah, the Exalted. Allah, the 
Exalted, saved him from the evils that where widespread during the age of 
ignorance: the time before Islam. When the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, reached maturity he was the finest 
person among his people, the best of them in character and repute, the 
best of neighbours, the most prudent, the most honest in speech and most 
trustworthy. He was completely removed from immorality and other evil 
characteristics. Because of this he became known among the people of 
Mecca as Al Amin, the trustworthy. This has been discussed in Imam Ibn 
Kathir’s, The Life of the Prophet, Volume 1, Page 180. 


The fact that the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, spent his entire life amongst the non-Muslims of Mecca was enough of 
a proof of his declaration of Prophethood. When the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, invited the non-Muslims of 
Mecca to embrace Islam he used his 40 years amongst them as proof that 
he was speaking the truth. This evidence was undeniable even by the non- 
Muslims. This incident is recorded in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 


number 4553. Only the arrogance of some prevented them from submitting 
to the truth. Chapter 10 Yunus, verse 16: 


“...for | had remained among you a lifetime before it. Then will you not 
reason?" 


“And We had certainly sent to Thamtd their brother Salih...” 


The purpose of sending Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, is for them to 
be sincerely obeyed and followed. In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim 
number 196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, advised that Islam is sincerity towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him. This includes striving to acquire 
knowledge in order to act on his traditions. These traditions include the 
ones related to Allah, the Exalted, in the form of worship, and his blessed 
noble character towards the creation. Chapter 68 Al Qalam, verse 4: 


"And indeed, you are of a great moral character." 


It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This has 
been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 7: 


"..And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has 
forbidden you - refrain from..." 


Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of anyone 
else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path of the 


Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 3 
Alee Imran, verse 31: 


"Say, [0 Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah 
will love you and forgive you your sins..." 


One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his 
passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah 
be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and teach 
his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. Sincerity 
also includes loving those who love him and disliking those who criticise 
him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. This is all 
summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 16. It 
advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, the 
Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown through 
actions not just words. 


“And We had certainly sent to Thamdd their brother Salih, [saying], 
“Worship Allah," and at once they were two parties conflicting.” 


True worship involves sincerity. In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 
196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
advised that Islam is sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted. 


Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given by 
Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His pleasure. As 
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all will be judged 
by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, when 
performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this world or in the next. 
In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154, 
those who performed insincere deeds will be told on Judgement Day to 
seek their reward from those who they acted for, which will not be possible. 
Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5. 


"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere to 
Him in religion....." 


If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a 
lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to 
fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never 


burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al 
Baqarah, verse 286. 


"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity..." 


Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always 
choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim 
should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of Allah, 
the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their sins for 
the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own desires. 
When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be for the 
sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has perfected 
their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, 
number 4681. 


“And We had certainly sent to Thamdd their brother Salih, [saying], 
“Worship Allah," and at once they were two parties conflicting.” 


It is important to understand that generally when one chooses a path which 
is different from the path of others, such as their relatives and friends, they 
will face criticism and resistance from them. In fact, the majority of criticism 
comes from a person's relatives. For example, when a Muslim decides to 
concentrate more on acting on the teachings of Islam and if it is something 
their family have not pursued themselves then they will face criticism from 
them. They will be labelled foolish and extreme by those who they believed 
would support them on their path. It is important for Muslims to remain 
steadfast on the lawful path they choose and trust in the help of Allah, the 
Exalted, through sincere obedience by fulfilling His commands, refraining 
from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience, in order to 
overcome these difficulties. 


This is a common reaction from people for when a person chooses a 
different path in life from others it makes them feel as if their path is bad or 
evil and this is the reason the person has chosen a different path. Even 
though the person does not believe this but only chooses a different path 
believing it is better for them yet they will still face criticism. It is the same 
reason all the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, were criticised by their 
people as they chose and passively invited others to a different better path. 


To conclude, as long as one's path in life is lawful they should remain 
steadfast and not be deterred by the criticism of others. But this does not 
mean they should not try to improve their situation and character. It means 


they should not be deterred from pursuing their lawful choice according to 
the teachings of Islam. 


“And We had certainly sent to Thamdd their brother Salih, [saying], 
"Worship Allah,” and at once they were two parties conflicting. He 
said, "O my people, why are you impatient for evil before [i.e., instead 
of] good?... They said, "We consider you a bad omen, you and those 
with you."...” 


Whenever one invites others towards Islam, commands good and forbids 
evil they will be challenging the heedless lifestyle of many others which will 
inspire them to resist the truth anyway they can. The major reason all the 
past nations rejected their Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, was due to 
this very reason. They could not abandon their lifestyles and characteristics 
and in defense of them were prepared to wage war against Allah, the 
Exalted, and their Holy Prophet, peace be upon him. When one takes up 
this important duty they must be prepared to face many hardships caused 
by others including their own relatives. The Holy Prophets, peace be upon 
them, are the most beloved to Allah, the Exalted, yet they encountered 
countless difficulties from their nations. One only needs to study the Holy 
Quran and the Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, to observe this fact. For example, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once declared in a Hadith 
found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2472, that no one in creation had been 
persecuted in the path of Allah, the Exalted, more than him. 


In cases like this one’s response to the bad attitude of others should be 
educated, respectful and gentle. An example of this is found in chapter 19 
Maryam, verses 46-47: 


“‘[His father] said, "Have you no desire for my gods, O Abraham? If you do 
not desist, | will surely stone you, so avoid me a prolonged time." 
[Abraham] said, "Peace [i.e., safety] will be upon you. | will ask forgiveness 
for you of my Lord. Indeed, He is ever gracious to me.” 


Here the kind and respectful response of the Holy Prophet Ibrahim, peace 
be upon him, to the harsh attitude of his elder is discussed. 


In most cases, a person must possess a character flaw if they claim to get 
along with everyone. Due to the differences within the members of society 
a person will never get along with everyone. They will always be one or 
more that disagree with their mentality, life style and advice. This diversity 
will lead to tension and occasionally problems. But if a person is liked by 
everyone then in most cases it shows they have adopted the mentality of 
the hypocrites by being two-faced. If the Holy Prophets, peace be upon 
them, were not loved by all how can a normal person achieve this status? 
This is the reason one should not believe in propaganda as the group that 
were mistreated the most in this way were the Holy Prophets, peace be 
upon them. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, 
number 4023. 


For example, the Holy Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, was once falsely 
accused of illegal relations by a shameless woman. She was enticed into 
slandering him by the enemy of Allah, the Exalted, Quraoon. When she 
accused the Holy Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, publically during a 
religious gathering he interrogated her. When she observed his reaction 
she immediately retracted her accusation and admitted the truth. As a 


result Allah, the Exalted, destroyed Quraoon by commanding the Earth to 
swallow him and his great treasury. This incident has been recorded in 
Imam Dhahabi’s, The Major Sins, Pages 166-167. Chapter 28 Al Qasas, 
verse 81: 


“And We caused the earth to swallow him and his home...” 


The Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, were slandered on many 
occasions but they remained steadfast on their mission until they were 
granted victory by Allah, the Exalted. When Allah, the Exalted, decides to 
complete a task like aiding the one who spreads the true word of faith the 
entire creation combined cannot stop Him. 


Muslims must accept that they too will face hardships when spreading the 
word of Islam. Therefore, they must follow in the footsteps of the Holy 
Prophets, peace be upon them, by remaining steadfast in the face of 
difficulties. This was the attitude of the Companions, may Allah be pleased 
with them, and the righteous predecessors. If one desires to join them in 
the next world they must adopt this attitude also. 


“And We had certainly sent to Thamdd their brother Salih, [saying], 
"Worship Allah," and at once they were two parties conflicting. He 
said, "O my people, why are you impatient for evil before [i.e., instead 
of] good? Why do you not seek forgiveness of Allah that you may 
receive mercy?"” 


A divine Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3540, advises the 
importance and vastness of the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted. The first 
part of the Hadith declares that as long as a Muslim sincerely supplicates to 
Allah, the Exalted, and hope's in His mercy they will be forgiven by Him. 


This response has in fact been guaranteed for all lawful supplications in the 
Holy Quran not just for the supplication of forgiveness. Chapter 40 Ghafir, 
verse 60: 


“And your Lord says, "Call upon Me; | will respond to you."...” 


In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
mentioned this verse and declared that supplication is an act of worship 
meaning, a righteous deed. This has been advised in a Hadith found in 
Sunan Abu Dawud, number 1479. A Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 
number 3604, advises that every supplication is accepted in different ways 
as long as it is a lawful one. The person is either granted what they 
requested or a reward will be reserved for them in the hereafter or they will 


be forgiven an equivalent sin. But it is important to note, that in order to 
receive a positive response a Muslim must fulfil the conditions and the 
etiquettes of the supplication. 


One of the greatest supplications a Muslim can make is for forgiveness as 
it is a means for one obtaining blessings, avoiding difficulties in this world 
and a means to obtaining Paradise and escaping Hell in the next world. 
Chapter 71 Nuh, verses 10-12: 


“And said, 'Ask forgiveness of your Lord. Indeed, He is ever a Perpetual 
Forgiver. He will send [rain from] the sky upon you in [continuing] showers. 
And give you increase in wealth and children and provide for you gardens 
and provide for you rivers.”” 


As indicated by the main Hadith under discussion having hope in the 
infinite mercy of Allah, the Exalted, when supplicating is a condition for 
forgiveness. In fact, Allah, the Exalted, acts according to His servant's 
opinion of Him, which has been confirmed in a divine Hadith found in Sahih 
Bukhari, number 7405. 


One of the greatest causes of forgiveness is when a Muslim only hopes in 
Allah, the Exalted, to forgive them full well Knowing no one can forgive 
them or protect them from punishment except Allah, the Exalted. 


The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that no 
matter how many sins a person commits the mercy and forgiveness of 
Allah, the Exalted, is greater. In fact, it is unlimited therefore a person’s 
limited sins will never be able to overcome it. It is why the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised Muslims to 
magnify what they supplicate for as nothing is too great for Allah, the 
Exalted, to grant. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Muslim, number 6812. 


The next part of the main Hadith under discussion indicates the importance 
of sincerely seeking the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, which has been 
mentioned in many verses and other Hadiths. This act of seeking 
forgiveness is a part of sincere repentance. It can be understood that 
seeking forgiveness is an act of the tongue while the rest of sincere 
repentance involves turning away from the sin through actions. It also 
includes feeling genuine remorse, making a firm promise not to commit the 
sin again and making up for any rights which have been violated in respect 
to Allah, the Exalted, and people. It is important to note, that not persisting 
on the same sin is a condition for the repentance to be accepted. Chapter 3 
Alee Imran, verse 135: 


“And those who, when they commit an immorality or wrong themselves [by 
transgression], remember Allah and seek forgiveness for their sins - and 
who can forgive sins except Allah? - and [who] do not persist in what they 
have done while they know.” 


It is extremely important for a Muslim to be persistent in seeking 
forgiveness as this leads to deliverance from every worry, a way out from 
every difficulty and support from places where one would not expect. This 
has been advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 1518. 


The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is the 
greatest cause of forgiveness namely, not associating anything to Allah, the 
Exalted. There are two types of associating things with Allah, the Exalted: 
major polytheism and minor polytheism. The major type is when one 
worships things other than Allah, the Exalted, or in addition to Him. The 
minor version is when one acts for the sake of anyone except Allah, the 
Exalted, such as showing off. This has been warned in a Hadith found in 
Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3989. In fact, the one who acts for the sake of 
people will be told by Allah, the Exalted, on Judgment Day to seek their 
reward from those they acted for, which will not be possible. This is 
confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154. The one 
who acts in this way will find that they will eventually be exposed in this 
world and no matter how well they treat others they will never gain their real 
love or respect because of their bad intention. This has been indicated in a 
Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6705. 


When one realises the Oneness of Allah, the Exalted, they only think, act 
and speak for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, out of fear and love for 
Him. This behaviour minimises the chances of committing sins and 
whatever sins do occur will be forgiven by Allah, the Exalted. It is the 
reason why the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, declared in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3797, that the 
statement there is none worthy of worship except Allah, the Exalted, 
removes all wrong actions. 


This is the behaviour all Muslims must strive to adopt. The foundation of it 
is fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His 
prohibitions and being patient with destiny. 


“They said, "We consider you a bad omen, you and those with 
you." He [Prophet Salih, peace be upon him] said, "Your omen [i.e., 
fate] is with Allah...”” 


In a Hadith found in Imam Bukhari's, Adab Al Mufrad, number 909, the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned 
against paying attention to bad omens as behaving in this manner is like 
associating something to Allah, the Exalted, meaning, polytheism. 
Instead one should rely on Allah, the Exalted, to remove any evil from 
them. 


Paying attention to evil omens means that it affects one’s behaviour and 
actions. Even though black magic and the evil eye is real it is important 
to understand that nothing in the universe from the fluttering of a leaf to 
the sun rising occurs without the choice and will of Allah, the Exalted. 
And if the entire creation tried to make something happen such as 
harming someone they would not be able to achieve it if Allah, the 
Exalted, did not allow it to occur. Similarly, if the entire creation desired 
to provide someone with benefit they would not be able to unless Allah, 
the Exalted, so willed. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Jami 
At Tirmidhi, number 2516. Therefore, a Muslim should remain steadfast 
by not bothering with evil omens or fearing witches and wizards as they 
cannot cause something which Allah, the Exalted, has not willed from 
occurring. Instead, one should remain steadfast on the obedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His 
prohibitions, facing destiny with patience and continue with their lawful 
actions and choices and only seek protection from evil things according 
to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 
be upon him, while fully trusting in the support of Allah, the Exalted. 
They should not turn to people and things which contradict this as in the 
long run it will only lead to paranoia and trouble which in most cases is 
worse than their initial fear. 


“They said, "We consider you a bad omen, you and those with 
you." He [Prophet Salih, peace be upon him] said, "Your omen [i.e., 
fate] is with Allah...”” 


The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
indicated the infinite and absolute power and authority of Allah, the 
Exalted, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2516. This Hadith 
advises that the entire creation cannot benefit a person if Allah, the 
Exalted, did not desire them to do so. Similarly, the entire creation 
together could not harm someone if Allah, the Exalted, did not desire 
them to. This means only what Allah, the Exalted, decides happens 
within the universe. It is important to note, that this advice does not 
indicate one should abandon using means, such as medicine, but it 
means that one can use the means as they have been created by none 
other than Allah, the Exalted, but they must understand that Allah, the 
Exalted, is the only One who decides the outcome of all things. For 
example, they are many sick people who take medicine and recover 
from their illness. But they are others who take medicine and do not 
recover. This indicates that another factor decides the end result 
namely, the will of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 9 At Tawbah, verse 51: 


“Say, "Never will we be struck except by what Allah has decreed for 


y 


US... 


The one who understands this knows that anything that affected them 
could not have been avoided. And those things which missed them 
could never have been obtained. 


It is important to note, that whatever the end result even if it is against a 
person's desire they should remain patient and truly believe Allah, the 
Exalted, has chosen the best for them even if they do not observe the 
wisdom behind the outcome. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216: 


“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 


When one truly understands this truth they stop relying on the creation 
knowing they cannot innately harm or benefit them. Instead, they turn to 
Allah, the Exalted, seeking His support and protection through sincere 
obedience by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions 
and by facing destiny with patience. This leads a Muslim to trusting in 
Allah, the Exalted. It also encourages one to only fear Allah, the Exalted, 
as they know the creation cannot harm them without the will of Allah, the 
Exalted. 


Recognising that all things which occur within one’s life and the universe 
originate from Allah, the Exalted, is a part of understanding the Oneness 
of Allah, the Exalted. This is a topic which has no end and goes beyond 
only superficially believing that there is none worthy of worship except 
Allah, the Exalted. When this is fixed in one's heart then they only hope 
in Allah, the Exalted, knowing He is the only One who can help them. 
They will only submit and obey Allah, the Exalted, in all aspects of their 
life. In reality, a person only obeys another in order to receive protection 
from harm or gain some benefit. Only Allah, the Exalted, can grant this 
therefore only He deserves to be obeyed and worshipped. If anyone 
chooses the obedience of another over the obedience of Allah, the 


Exalted, this shows they believe that this other can bring them some sort 
of benefit or protect them from harm. This is a sign of the weakness of 
their faith. The source of all things which occur is Allah, the Exalted, so 
Muslims should only obey Him. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 2: 


“Whatever Allah grants to people of mercy - none can withhold it; and 
whatever He withholds - none can release it thereafter...” 


It is important to note, that obeying a person which encourages the 
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in reality is obeying Allah, the Exalted. 
For example, obeying the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 80: 


“He who obeys the Messenger has obeyed Allah...” 


“They said, "We consider you a bad omen, you and those with 
you." He [Prophet Salih, peace be upon him] said, "Your omen [i.e., 
fate] is with Allah...”” 


When some face difficulties instead of firstly observing themselves and 
their behaviour to assess whether they need to change for the better and 
remain steadfast on the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, patiently waiting 
for relief they instead turn to uneducated and inexperienced people who 
claim to fix worldly things through spiritual means. These people only 
cause a Muslim to adopt an illness which is far worse than their initial 
problem namely, paranoia. These people convince Muslims that their 
problems have either been caused by supernatural creatures, such as 
jinns, or by black magic which someone has used against them. Even 
though jinns do exist it is very rare for them to affect people in their 
worldly matters. This incorrect advice causes Muslims to become 
severely paranoid and superstitious over petty things and it even causes 
them to grow suspicious over their friends and relatives. This only leads 
to enmity and fractured relationships. This attitude will also damage 
one's faith in Allah, the Exalted, as they will be advised in many cases to 
do things which are not advised in the Holy Quran or the traditions of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 


It is important for Muslims to strengthen their faith through gaining and 
acting on Islamic knowledge. This will prevent them turning to such 
foolish people who cannot even fix their own problems let alone fix the 
problems of others. Strong faith will prevent paranoia affecting them as 
they will fully rely on Allah, the Exalted, in all situations. Strong faith 
allows a Muslim to understand that even if the entire creation desired to 
harm them they will not be able to do so unless Allah, the Exalted, 
allowed it. Similarly, the entire creation cannot benefit them unless Allah, 
the Exalted, wills it. And every case and situation only occurs according 
to a set and unchangeable plan namely, destiny. This has been advised 


throughout the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, such as the far reaching 
Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2516. 


To conclude, a Muslim when encountering a problem should firstly 
assess their own behaviour and rectify it if necessary and then remain 
obedient to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from 
His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience and avoid further 
problems in the form of paranoia by avoiding people who claim to fix 
worldly problems in spiritual ways. 


“Rather, you are a people being tested.” 


In reality, every blessing one has been granted is a test to see whether 
they will show gratitude by using the blessing in ways pleasing to Allah, the 
Exalted, or not. 


In reality, in most cases nothing in this material world in itself is good or 
bad, such as wealth. What makes a thing good or bad is the way it is used. 
It is important to understand that the very purpose of everything which was 
created by Allah, the Exalted, was for it to be used correctly according to 
the teachings of Islam. When something is not used correctly it in reality 
becomes useless. For example, wealth is useful in both worlds when it is 
used correctly such as being spent on the necessities of a person and their 
dependents. But it can become useless and even a curse for its bearer if it 
is not used correctly, such as being hoarded or spent on sinful things. 
Simply hoarding wealth causes wealth to lose value. How can paper and 
metal coins one tucks away be useful? In this respect, there is no 
difference between a blank piece of paper and a note of money. It is only 
useful when it is used correctly. 


So if a Muslim desires all their worldly possessions to become a blessing 
for them in both worlds all they have to do is use them correctly according 
to the teachings found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But if they use 
them incorrectly then the same blessing will become a burden and curse 
for them in both worlds. It is as simple’ as __ that. 


“Rather, you are a people being tested.” 


In reality, every blessing one has been granted is a test to see whether 
they will show gratitude by using the blessing in ways pleasing to Allah, 
the Exalted, or not. One can adopt the correct attitude when they 
understand the purpose of these blessings. 


Every worldly blessing a Muslim possesses is only a means which 
should aid them in reaching the hereafter safely. It is not an end in itself. 
For example, wealth is a means one should use in order to obey Allah, 
the Exalted, by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, fulfilling 
their necessities and the necessities of their dependents. It is not an end 
or an ultimate goal in itself. 


This not only aids a Muslim in maintaining their focus on the hereafter 
but it also aids them whenever they lose worldly blessings. When a 
Muslim treats each worldly blessing, such as a child, as a means to 
please Allah, the Exalted, and reach the hereafter safely then losing it 
will not have such a detrimental impact on them. They may become sad, 
which is an acceptable emotion, but they will not become grieved which 
leads to impatience and other mental problems, such as depression. 
This is because they firmly believe the worldly blessing they possessed 
was only a means so losing it does not cause a loss in the ultimate goal 
namely, Paradise, the loss of which is disastrous. Therefore, still 
possessing and concentrating on the ultimate goal will prevent them 
from becoming grieved. 


In addition, they will understand that just like the thing they lost was only 
a means they firmly believe they will be provided with another means to 
reach and fulfil their ultimate goal by Allah, the Exalted. This will also 
prevent them from grieving. Whereas, the one who believes their worldly 
blessing is the end instead of a means will experience severe grief when 
losing it as their whole purpose and objective has been lost. This grief 
will lead to depression and other mental issues. 


To conclude, Muslims should treat each blessing they possess as a 
means to reach the hereafter safely not as an end in itself. This is how 
one can possess things without being possessed by them. This is how 
they can keep worldly things in their hands and not in their hearts. 


“Rather, you are a people being tested.” 


In reality, every situation one experiences is a test to see whether they will 
sincerely obey Allah, the Exalted, or not. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 7500, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that every situation 
is blessed for a believer. The only condition is that they need to respond to 
each situation they encounter while obeying Allah, the Exalted, specifically, 
patience in difficulties and gratitude in times of ease. 


There are two aspects of life. One aspect are the situations people find 
themselves in whether they are times of ease or difficulties. The control of 
what situation a person faces is out of their hands. Allah, the Exalted, has 
decided this and there is no escaping them. Therefore, stressing over the 
situations one faces does not make sense as they are destined and 
therefore inevitable. The other aspect is a person’s reaction to each 
situation. This is in each person's control and this is what they are judged 
on for example, showing patience or impatience in a difficult situation. 
Therefore, a Muslim must concentrate on their behaviour and reaction in 
each situation instead of stressing over being in a situation as this is 
unavoidable. If a Muslim desires to succeed in both worlds they should 
assess each situation and always act in the obedience of Allah, the 
Exalted. For example, in times of ease they must use the blessings they 
possess as prescribed by Islam which is true gratitude to Allah, the Exalted. 
Chapter 14 Ibrahim, verse 7: 


“And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, ‘If you are grateful, | will 
surely increase you [in favor]...” 


And in times of difficulty they must show patience knowing Allah, the 
Exalted, chooses what is best for His servants even if they do not 
understand the wisdom behind the choices. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 
216: 


“,..But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 


Chapter 27 - An Nam, Verses 48-53 
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“And there were in the city nine family heads causing corruption in the land 
and not amending [its affairs]. 


They said, "Take a mutual oath by Allah that we will kill him by night, he 
and his family. Then we will say to his executor, “We did not witness the 
destruction of his family, and indeed, we are truthful.” 


And they planned a plan, and We planned a plan, while they perceived not. 


Then look how was the outcome of their plan - that We destroyed them and 
their people, all. 


So those are their houses, desolate because of the wrong they had done. 
Indeed in that is a sign for people who know. 


And We saved those who believed and used to fear Allah.” 


“And there were in the city nine family heads causing corruption in 
the land and not amending [its affairs].” 


This is the outcome when one craves social status and wealth. 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2376, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that craving for 
wealth and status is more destructive to one's faith than the destruction 
caused by two hungry wolves which are set free on a herd of sheep. 


This shows that hardly any of a Muslim’s faith remains secure if they crave 
after wealth and fame in this world just as hardly any of the sheep will be 
saved from two hungry wolves. So this great similitude contains a severe 
warning against the evil of craving after excess wealth and social status in 
the world. 


The first type of craving for wealth is when one has extreme love for wealth 
and strives without fatigue to acquire it through lawful means. To behave in 
such a manner is not the sign of wise person as a Muslim should firmly 
believe their provision is guaranteed to them and this allotment can never 
change. In fact, the provision of the creation was allocated over fifty 
thousand years before the creation of the Heavens and the Earth. This is 
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6748. This person 
will undoubtedly neglect their duties as they are too preoccupied with 


obtaining wealth. A body which is too busy acquiring wealth will never 
prepare adequately for the hereafter. In fact, this person will dedicate so 
much effort to acquiring wealth that they may not even get a chance to 
enjoy it. Instead, they will depart this world and leave it behind for other 
people to enjoy even though they will be held accountable for it. This 
person may acquire wealth lawfully but they will still not find peace of mind 
as no matter how much they obtain they will only desire more. This person 
is needy and therefore, a real pauper even if they possess much wealth. 


The only craving which is beneficial is craving for accumulating true wealth 
namely, righteous deeds in order to prepare for one's day of return. 


The second type of craving for wealth is similar to the first type but in 
addition to it this type of person acquires wealth through unlawful means 
and fails to fulfil the rights of people, such as the obligatory charity. The 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has warned 
against this in many Hadiths. For example, in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Muslim, number 6576, he warned that this attitude destroyed the past 
nations as they made unlawful things lawful, withheld the rights of others 
and killed others for the sake of excess wealth. This person strives for the 
wealth they are not entitled to which leads to countless major sins. When 
one adopts this attitude they become intensely greedy. As warned by the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in a Hadith 
found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1961, the greedy person is far from 
Allah, the Exalted, far from Paradise, far from people and close to Hell. In 
fact, a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 3114, warns that extreme 
greed and true faith will never combine in the heart of a true Muslim. 


If a Muslim adopts this type of craving then the extreme danger of it is clear 
even to an uneducated Muslim. It will destroy their faith until nothing except 
a little remains just like the main Hadith under discussion warns that this 
destruction to one’s faith is more severe than the destruction caused by two 
hungry wolves which are let loose on a herd of sheep. This Muslim risks 
losing the little faith they possess at the moment of their death, which is the 
greatest loss. A person's craving for fame and status is arguably more 
destructive to one's faith than craving for excess wealth. A person will often 
spend their beloved wealth on obtaining fame and prestige. 


It is rare for someone to obtain status and fame and still remain firm on the 
correct path whereby they prioritise the hereafter over the material world. In 
fact, a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6723, warns that a person 
who seeks status in society, such as leadership, will be left to deal with it 
themself but if someone receives it without asking for it they will be aided 
by Allah, the Exalted, in remaining obedient to Him. This is the reason the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, would not 
appoint a person who requested to be appointed in a position of authority 
or even showed desire for it. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Bukhari, number 6923. Another Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 
7148, warns that people will be keen to obtain status and authority but it will 
be a great regret for them on the Day of Judgment. This is a dangerous 
craving as it forces one to strive intensely to obtain it and then strive further 
in order to hold on to it even if it encourages them to commit oppression 
and other sins. 


The worse type of craving for status is when one obtains this through 
religion. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 


has warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2654, that this 
person will go to Hell. 


Therefore, it is safer for a Muslim to avoid the craving for excess wealth 
and high social status as they are two things which can lead to the 
destruction of their faith by distracting them from preparing adequately for 
the hereafter. 


“And there were in the city nine family heads causing corruption in 
the land and not amending [its affairs].” 


Corruption is when a person abuses the blessings they possess, especially 
their social influence, in order to gain worldly things, such as power and 
wealth. It affects a Muslim’s duties towards Allah, the Exalted, and leads to 
much sins against people, such as oppression. 


A Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4019, warns that when the 
general public cheats each other financially Allah, the Exalted, punishes 
them by appointing oppressive leaders over them. One aspect of this 
oppression is corruption which causes the general public great distress. 
The same Hadith warns that when the general public break their covenant 
of sincere obedience to Allah, the Exalted, then they will be overpowered 
by their enemies who will illegally confiscate their wealth and property from 
them. Again, this is an aspect of corruption where people of influence, such 
as government officials, freely take the belongings of others without any 
fear of the consequences. When the general public becomes corrupt then 
their leaders and other people in influential social positions are inspired to 
act in the same way believing this behaviour is accepted by the general 
public. This leads to corruption on a national level. But if the general public 
obeyed Allah, the Exalted, and avoided mistreating others through 
corruption then their leaders and those in an influential social position 
would not dare act in a corrupt way full well knowing the general public 
would not stand for it. And according to the Hadith quoted earlier, if the 
general public remain obedient to Allah, the Exalted, He would protect them 
from corrupt officials by appointing people into influential positions who are 
just in their affairs. 


Instead of taking the immature path of blaming others for the widespread 
corruption observed in the world Muslims should truly reflect on their own 
behaviour and if necessary adjust their attitude. Otherwise, corruption in 
society will only increase with the passing of time. No one should believe 
that as they are not in an influential social position they have no effect on 
the corruption which occurs in society. As proven by this discussion 
corruption occurs because of the negative behaviour of the general public 
and it therefore can only be removed by the good behaviour of the general 
public. Chapter 13 Ar Ra‘d, verse 11: 


“_..Indeed, Allah will not change the condition of a people until they change 
what is in themselves...” 


“And there were in the city nine family heads causing corruption in 
the land and not amending [its affairs].” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is 
sincerity towards the general public. This includes desiring the best for 
them at all times and showing this through one’s words and actions. It 
includes advising others to do good, forbidding them from evil, to be 
merciful and kind to others at all times. This can be summed up by a single 
Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 170. It warns that one cannot be a 
true believer until they love for others what they desire for themself. 


Being sincere to people is so important that according to the Hadith found 
in Sahih Bukhari, number 57, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, placed this duty next to establishing the obligatory 
prayer and donating the obligatory charity. From this Hadith alone one can 
understand its importance as it has been placed with two vital obligatory 
duties. 


It is a part of sincerity towards people that one is pleased when they are 
happy and sad whenever they are grieved as long as their attitude does not 
contradict the teachings of Islam. A high level of sincerity includes one 
going to extreme limits to make the lives of others better, even if this puts 
themself in difficulty. For example, one may sacrifice purchasing certain 
things in order to donate the wealth to the needy. Desiring and striving to 
always unite people on good Is a part of sincerity towards others. Whereas, 
dividing others is a characteristic of the Devil. Chapter 17 Al Isra, verse 53: 


“,..Satan certainly seeks to sow discord among them...” 


One way of uniting people is to veil the faults of others and advise them 
privately against sins. The one who acts in this way will have their sins 
veiled by Allah, the Exalted. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 1426. Whenever possible one should advise and teach 
the aspects of religion and the important aspects of the world to others so 
that both their worldly and religious lives improve. A proof of one’s sincerity 
to others is that they support them in their absence for example, from the 
slander of others. Turning away from others and only worrying about 
oneself is not the attitude of a Muslim. In fact, this is how most animals 
behave. Even if one cannot change the whole society they can still be 
sincere in helping those in their life, such as their relatives and friends. 
Simply put, one must treat others how they desire people to treat them. 
Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 77: 


“,..And do good as Allah has done good to you...” 


“And there were in the city nine family heads causing corruption in 
the land and not amending [its affairs].” 


One of the major reasons why society seems to be digressing is because 
people have abandoned acting justly. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 
and blessings be upon him, once warned in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Bukhari, number 6787, that previous nations were destroyed as the 
authorities would punish the weak when they broke the law but would 
pardon the rich and influential. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, being the head of state even declared in this Hadith 
that if his own daughter committed a crime he would enforce the full legal 
punishment on her. Even though members of the general public might not 
be in a position to advise their leaders to remain just in their actions but 
they can influence them indirectly by acting justly in all their dealings and 
actions. For example, a Muslim must act justly in respect to their 
dependents, such as their children, by treating them equally. This has been 
specifically advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 3544. 
They should act justly in all their business dealings irrespective of who they 
deal with. If people act with justice on an individual level then communities 
can change for the better and in turn those who are in influential positions, 
such as politicians, will act justly whether they desire to or not. 


“And there were in the city nine family heads causing corruption in 
the land and not amending [its affairs]. They said, "Take a mutual oath 
by Allah that we will kill him by night, he and his family. Then we will 
say to his executor, 'We did not witness the destruction of his family, 
and indeed, we are truthful.’ And they planned a plan, and We planned 
a plan, while they perceived not. Then look how was the outcome of 
their plan - that We destroyed them and their people, all.” 


The leaders of the non-Muslims of Mecca did not pay heed to this warning 
and instead plotted a similar plan against the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him. 


When the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, began to migrate 
to Medina the non-Muslim leaders of Mecca understood that it was only a 
matter of time when the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, also migrates to Medina. So they held a meeting in Dar Al 
Nadwa, which is located in Mecca close to the house of Allah, the Exalted, 
the Kaaba. Even the Devil disguised as an old man joined their meeting. 
Members of this meeting offered their opinions on what to do with the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in order to crush 
his mission but the Devil refuted them until the uncle of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, Abu Jahl, suggested his 
opinion. He advised to assassinate him with a group of people belonging to 
different tribes. This would prevent the tribe of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, waging war against them 
all in retaliation and they would simply pay his tribe off in order to end the 
affair. The Devil and all the other members of this meeting agreed with this 
evil plan. This has been discussed in Imam lbn Kathir’s, the Life of the 
Prophet, Volume 2, Pages 152-153. 


It is important for Muslims to understand a simple yet profound lesson 
namely, they will never succeed in this world or the next in worldly or 
religious matters through the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted. Since the 
dawn of time to this age and till the end of time no person has ever 
achieved true success nor will they ever through the disobedience of Allah, 
the Exalted. This is quite obvious when one turns the pages of history. 
Therefore, when a Muslim is in a situation which they desire to achieve a 
positive and successful outcome from they should never choose to disobey 
Allah, the Exalted, irrespective of how tempting or easy it may seem to be. 
Even if one is advised by their close friends and relatives to do so as there 
is no obedience to the creation if it means disobedience to the Creator. And 
in truth they will never be able to protect them from Allah, the Exalted, and 
His punishment in either this world or the next. The same way Allah, the 
Exalted, grants success to those who obey Him He removes a successful 
outcome from those who disobey Him even if this removal takes time to 
witness. A Muslim should not be fooled as this will occur sooner or later. 
The Holy Quran has made it extremely clear that an evil plan or action only 
encompasses the doer even if this punishment is delayed. Chapter 35 
Fatir, verse 43: 


“,..but the evil plot does not encompass except its own people...” 


Therefore, no matter how difficult the situation and choice Muslims should 
always choose the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in both worldly and 
religious matters as this alone will lead to true success in both worlds even 
if this success is not obvious immediately. 


“And there were in the city nine family heads causing corruption in 
the land and not amending [its affairs]. They said, "Take a mutual oath 
by Allah that we will kill him by night, he and his family. Then we will 
say to his executor, 'We did not witness the destruction of his family, 
and indeed, we are truthful.’ And they planned a plan, and We planned 
a plan, while they perceived not. Then look how was the outcome of 
their plan - that We destroyed them and their people, all.” 


One should never plot to do an evil thing as it will always, one way or 
another, backfire on them. Even if these consequences are delayed to the 
next world they will face them eventually. For example, the brothers of the 
Holy Prophet Yusuf, peace be upon him, desired to harm him as they 
desired the love, respect and affection of their father the Holy Prophet 
Yaqoob, peace be upon him. But it is clear that their scheming only put 
them further away from their desire. Chapter 12 Yusuf, verse 18: 


“And they brought upon his shirt false blood. [Jacob] said, "Rather, your 
souls have enticed you to something, so patience is most fitting...” 


The more one plots evil the more Allah, the Exalted, will put them further 
from their goal. Even if they outwardly achieve their desire Allah, the 
Exalted, will cause the very thing they desired to become a curse for them 
in both worlds unless they sincerely repent. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 43: 


“,..out the evil plot does not encompass except its own people. Then do 
they await except the way [I.e., fate] of the former peoples?...” 


“Then look how was the outcome of their plan - that We destroyed 
them and their people, all. So those are their houses, desolate 
because of the wrong they had done. Indeed in that is a sign for 
people who know.” 


Islam teaches Muslims that they should never compromise on their faith in 
order to gain something from the material world. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 
135: 


“O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm in justice, 
witnesses for Allah, even if it be against yourselves or parents and 
relatives...” 


As the material world is temporary whatever one gains from it will 
eventually fade away and they will be held accountable for their actions and 
attitude in the hereafter. On the other hand, faith is the precious jewel 
which guides a Muslim through all difficulties in this world and in the 
hereafter safely. Therefore, it is plain foolishness to compromise the thing 
which is more beneficial and lasting for the sake of a temporary thing. 


Many people especially women, will encounter moments in their lives 
where they will have to choose whether to compromise on their faith. For 
example, in some cases a Muslim woman may believe that if she removed 
her scarf and dressed a certain way she would be more respected at work 


and may even climb the corporate ladder more quickly. Similarly, in the 
corporate world it is considered important to mingle with colleagues after 
work hours. So a Muslim might find themself being invited to a pub or club 
after work. 


In times like this it is important to remember that ultimate victory and 
success will only be granted to those who remain steadfast on the 
teachings of Islam. Those who act in this way will be granted worldly and 
religious Success. But more importantly their worldly success will not 
become a burden for them. In fact, it will become a means for Allah, the 
Exalted, to increase their rank and remembrance amongst mankind. 
Examples of this are the rightly guided Caliphs of Islam. They did not 
compromise on their faith and instead remained steadfast throughout their 
lives and in return Allah, the Exalted, granted them a worldly and religious 
empire. 


All other forms of Success are very temporal and sooner or later they 
become a difficulty for its bearer. One only needs to observe the many 
celebrities who compromised on their ideals and belief in order to obtain 
fame and fortune only for these things to become a cause of their sadness, 
anxiety, depression, substance abuse and even suicide. 


Reflect on these two paths for a moment and then decide which one should 
be preferred and chosen. 


“Then look how was the outcome of their plan - that We destroyed 
them and their people, all. So those are their houses, desolate 
because of the wrong they had done. Indeed in that is a sign for 
people who know.” 


It is important to learn that no matter how much physical or social strength 
a person has a day will certainly come when they face the consequences of 
their actions. In most cases, this occurs during their life where the actions 
of a person leads them to trouble, such as prison and eventually they will 
face the consequences of their actions in the hereafter as well. This applies 
to all people not just leaders. 


A Muslim should therefore never mistreat others, such as their relatives. 
They should learn a lesson from the tyrannical leaders of history who were 
greater in strength than them yet, a day certainly came when their strength 
did not benefit them and they faced the consequences of their evil deeds. 
Social influence and strength are fickle things as they quickly pass from 
person to person thereby, never remaining with anyone for long. Therefore, 
a Muslim who possesses such strength should use it in a way which is 
pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, by benefiting themself and others. But if they 
abuse their authority then they will eventually face a punishment which no 
one can protect them from. 


In addition, it is important not to abuse one’s authority as it may cause them 
to be hurled into Hell on Judgment Day. Every oppressor will have to give 
their righteous deeds to their victims and if necessary take the sins of their 
victims until justice is established. This will cause many oppressors to be 


thrown into Hell. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Muslim, number 6579. 


To conclude, a Muslim should never forget to hold themself accountable for 
their deeds. Those who do will avoid disobeying Allah, the Exalted, and 
harming others. But those who do not judge themselves will continue 
disobeying Allah, the Exalted, and harming others heedlessly not knowing 
that in actual fact they are only harming themselves. But when they realize 
this fact it will be too late for them to escape punishment. 


“Then look how was the outcome of their plan - that We destroyed 
them and their people, all. So those are their houses, desolate 
because of the wrong they had done. Indeed in that is a sign for 
people who know.” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2447, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that oppression will 
become a darkness on the Day of Judgment. 


This is vital to avoid as those who find themselves plunged in darkness are 
unlikely to find their way to Paradise. Only those who will be provided a 
guiding light will be able to do this successfully. 


Oppression can take many forms. The first type is when one fails to fulfill 
the commands of Allah, the Exalted, and refrain from His prohibitions. Even 
though this has no effect on the infinite status of Allah, the Exalted, it will 
cause the person to become submerged into darkness in both worlds. 
According to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4244, whenever a 
person commits a sin a black spot is etched on their spiritual heart. The 
more they sin the more their heart will become encompassed by darkness. 
This will prevent them from accepting and following true guidance in this 
world which will ultimately lead to darkness in the next world. Chapter 83 Al 
Mutaffifin, verse 14: 


“No! Rather, the stain has covered their hearts of that which they were 
earning.” 


The next type of oppression is when one oppresses themself by not 
fulfilling the trust they have been granted by Allah, the Exalted, in the form 
of their body and other worldly blessings they possess. The greatest of 
which is one's faith. This must be protected and strengthened through 
gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge. 


The final type of oppression is when one mistreats others. Allah, the 
Exalted, will not forgive these sins until the oppressor’s victim forgives them 
first. AS people are not so merciful this is unlikely to happen. Then justice 
will be established on Judgment Day where the oppressor’s righteous 
deeds will be given to their victim and if necessary the victim’s sins will be 
given to the oppressor. This may lead to the oppressor being hurled into 
Hell. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 
6579. One should therefore treat others how they wish to be treated by 
people. A Muslim should avoid all forms of oppression if they desire a 
guiding light in this world and in the next. 


“Then look how was the outcome of their plan - that We destroyed 
them and their people, all. So those are their houses, desolate 
because of the wrong they had done. Indeed in that is a sign for 
people who know.” 


It is important for a Muslim to be observant in their daily life and avoid being 
too self-absorbed in their own worldly matters so that they become 
heedless over the things which are occurring around them and the things 
which have already occurred. This is an important quality to possess as it is 
an excellent way to strengthen one's faith which in turn helps one to remain 
obedient to Allah, the Exalted, at all times. For example, when a Muslim 
observes a sick person they should not only aid them by whatever means 
they possess, even if it is only a supplication, but they should reflect on 
their own health and understand that they too will eventually lose their good 
health either by an illness, ageing or even death. This should inspire them 
to be grateful for their good health and show this through their actions by 
taking advantage of their good health in both worldly and religious matters 
which are pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. 


When they observe the death of a rich person they should not only feel sad 
for the deceased and their family but realise that one day which is unknown 
to them they will die also. They should understand that just like the rich 
person was abandoned by their wealth, fame and family at their grave so 
will they too be left only with their deeds in their grave. This will encourage 
them to prepare for their grave and the hereafter. 


This attitude can and should be applied to all things one observes. A 
Muslim should learn a lesson from everything around them which has been 
advised in the Holy Quran. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 191: 


“,.and give thought to the creation of the heavens and the earth, [saying], 
"Our Lord, You did not create this aimlessly; exalted are You [above such a 
thing]; then protect us from the punishment of the Fire.” 


Those who behave in this manner will strengthen their faith on a daily basis 
whereas those who are too self-absorbed in their worldly life will remain 
heedless which may lead them to their destruction. 


“Then look how was the outcome of their plan - that We destroyed 
them and their people, all. So those are their houses, desolate 
because of the wrong they had done. Indeed in that is a sign for 
people who know.” 


Failing to gain and act on Islamic knowledge prevents one from learning 
from the signs of Allah, the Exalted. 


A great distraction which prevents one from submitting to the obedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, is ignorance. It can be argued that it is the origin of 
every sin as the one who truly knows the consequences of sins would 
never commit them. This refers to true beneficial knowledge which is 
knowledge that is acted upon. In reality, all knowledge which is not acted 
on is not beneficial knowledge. The example of the one who behaves in 
this manner is described in the Holy Quran as a donkey which carries 
books of knowledge which do not benefit it. Chapter 62 Al Jumu’ah, verse 
5: 


“...and then did not take it on (did not act upon knowledge) Is like that of a 
donkey who carries volumes [of books]...” 


A person who acts on their knowledge rarely slips up and commits sins 
intentionally. In fact, when this occurs it is only caused by a moment of 


ignorance where a person forgets to act on their knowledge which results in 
them sinning. 


The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once 
highlighted the seriousness of ignorance in a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 2322. He declared that everything in the material world is 
cursed except for the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, whatever is 
connected to this remembrance, the scholar and the student of knowledge. 
This means that all the blessings in the material world will become a curse 
for the one who is ignorant as they will misuse them thereby committing 
sins. 


In fact, ignorance can be considered a person's worse enemy as it 
prevents them from protecting themself from harm and gaining benefit all of 
which can only be achieved through acting on knowledge. The ignorant 
commits sins without being aware of them. How can one avoid a sin if they 
do not know what is considered a sin? Ignorance causes one to neglect 
their obligatory duties. How can one fulfil their duties if they are unaware of 
what their duties are? 


It is therefore a duty on all Muslims to gain enough knowledge to fulfil all 
their obligatory duties and avoid sins. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in 
Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224. 


“Then look how was the outcome of their plan - that We destroyed 
them and their people, all. So those are their houses, desolate 
because of the wrong they had done. Indeed in that is a sign for 
people who know.” 


Failing to learn from the signs of Allah, the Exalted, leads to weakness of 
faith. 


A great obstacle to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, is weakness of 
faith. It is a blameworthy characteristic which gives rise to other negative 
characteristics, such as failing to act on one's knowledge, fearing others, 
placing the obedience of people above the obedience to Allah, the Exalted, 
having hope in forgiveness without striving for it and other undesired 
characteristics. The greatest affliction of weakness of faith is that it allows 
One to commit sins, such as neglecting the obligatory duties. The root 
cause of weakness of faith is ignorance of Islam. 


One should strive to gain knowledge in order to strengthen their faith. With 
time they will eventually reach certainty of faith which is so strong that it 
safeguards a person through all tests and trials and ensures they fulfil their 
duties both religious and worldly. This knowledge is obtained when one 
studies the teachings of the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Specifically, those 
teachings which discuss the promises of reward for those who are obedient 
and the punishment for those who are disobedient to Allah, the Exalted. 
This creates fear of punishment and hope of reward in a Muslim’s heart 


which acts like a pull and push mechanism towards the obedience of Allah, 
the Exalted. 


One can strengthen their faith by reflecting on the creations within the 
Heavens and the Earth. When done correctly this clearly indicates the 
Oneness of Allah, the Exalted, and His infinite power. Chapter 41 Fussilat, 
verse 53: 


“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until it 
becomes clear to them that it is the truth...” 


For example, if a Muslim ponders over the night and day and how perfectly 
in syne they are and the other things linked to them they will truly believe 
that this is not a random thing meaning, there is a force which ensures 
everything runs like clockwork. This is the infinite power of Allah, the 
Exalted. In addition, if one ponders over the perfect timing of the night and 
day they will realise it clearly indicates that there is only one God namely, 
Allah, the Exalted. If there were more than one God each god would desire 
the night and day to occur according to their own desires. This would lead 
to utter chaos as one God might desire the Sun to rise whereas the other 
God might desire the night to continue. The perfect uninterrupted system 
found within the universe proves there is only one God namely, Allah, the 
Exalted. Chapter 21 Al Anbiya, verse 22: 


“Had there been within them [I.e., the heavens and earth] gods besides 
Allah, they both would have been ruined...” 


Another thing which can strengthen one's faith is to persist in righteous 
deeds and abstain from all sins. As faith is belief supported by actions it 
weakens when sins are committed and strengthens when good deeds are 
performed. For example, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, once warned in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, 
number 5662, that a Muslim is not a believer when they drink alcohol. 


““And there were in the city nine family heads causing corruption in 
the land and not amending [its affairs]. They said, "Take a mutual oath 
by Allah that we will kill him by night, he and his family...”...And they 

planned a plan, and We planned a plan, while they perceived not. 

Then look how was the outcome of their plan - that We destroyed 

them and their people, all...And We saved those who believed and 
used to fear Allah.” 


This event teaches Muslims that whenever they encounter a difficult 
situation they should remain firm on the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, 
trusting that He will provide them a way out of it even if this seems 
impossible at the time just like He done for the Holy Prophet Salih, peace 
be upon him, and his followers. Chapter 65 At Talaq, verse 2: 


“...And whoever fears Allah - He will make for him a way out.” 


A Muslim should understand that Allah, the Exalted, chooses the best for 
His servants even if the wisdoms behind the difficulty are not obvious. It is 
a person's reaction which either leads to blessings or the anger of Allah, 
the Exalted. One only needs to reflect on the countless examples in their 
own life where they believed something was bad only to change their mind 
later on and vice versa. This is just like when a person takes a bitter 
medicine prescribed to them by a doctor. Even though the medicine is bitter 
they still take it believing it will benefit them. It is strange how a Muslim can 
trust a doctor whose knowledge is limited and who is not absolutely certain 
the bitter medicine will benefit them and fail to trust Allah, the Exalted, 


whose knowledge is infinite and when He only decrees the best for His 
servants. 


A Muslim should understand the difference between wishful thinking and 
trust in Allah, the Exalted. The person who does not obey Allah, the 
Exalted, and then expects Him to help them in difficulties is a wishful 
thinker. The one who will gain the help of Allah, the Exalted, which is 
indicated in this great event, is the one who sincerely strives in the 
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, which involves fulfilling His commands, 
refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience and then 
trusts His judgment without complaining or questioning His choice. 


“And We saved those who believed and used to fear Allah.” 


True belief involves sincerity. In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 
196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
advised that Islam is sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted. 


Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given by 
Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His pleasure. As 
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all will be judged 
by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, when 
performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this world or in the next. 
In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154, 
those who performed insincere deeds will be told on Judgement Day to 
seek their reward from those who they acted for, which will not be possible. 
Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5. 


"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere to 
Him in religion....." 


If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a 
lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to 
fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never 
burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al 
Baqarah, verse 286. 


"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity..." 


Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always 
choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim 
should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of Allah, 
the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their sins for 
the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own desires. 
When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be for the 
sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has perfected 
their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, 
number 4681. 


“And We saved those who believed and used to fear Allah.” 


Piety/Fearing Allah, the Exalted, cannot be achieved without gaining and 
acting on Islamic knowledge so that one can fulfill the commands of Allah, 
the Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and face destiny with patience 
according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 28: 


“Only those fear Allah, from among His_ servants, who have 
knowledge...” 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2451, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon, advised that a Muslim cannot 
become pious until they avoid something which is not harmful to their 
religion out of caution that it will lead to something which is harmful. 
Therefore, an aspect of piety is to avoid things which are doubtful not just 
unlawful. This is because doubtful things takes a Muslim one step closer to 
the unlawful and the closer one is to the unlawful the easier it is to fall into 
it. It is why a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1205, advises that 
the one who avoids unlawful and doubtful things will protect their religion 
and honor. If one observes those who have become misguided in society, 
in most cases, this occurred gradually not in one sudden step. Meaning, 
the person first indulged in doubtful things before falling into the unlawful. 
This is the reason why Islam stresses the need to avoid unnecessary and 
vain things in one's life as they can lead them to the unlawful. For example, 
vain and useless speech which is not classified sinful by Islam often leads 
to evil speech, such as backbiting, lying and slander. If a person avoids the 


first step by not indulging in vain speech they will undoubtedly avoid evil 
speech. This process can be applied to all things which are vain, 
unnecessary and especially, doubtful. 


“And We saved those who believed and used to fear Allah.” 


Disbelief can be a literal rejecting of Islam or through actions, which 
involves disobeying Allah, the Exalted, even though one believes in Him. 
This can be clearly understood by an example. If an unaware person is 
warned by another of an approaching lion and the unaware person takes 
practical steps to obtain safety they will be considered someone who 
believed in the warning given to them as they adapted their behaviour 
based on the warning. Whereas, if the unaware person does not practically 
change their behaviour after being warned, people will suspect that they do 
not believe in the warning given to them even if the unaware person 
verbally claims belief in the warning given to them. 


Some people claim that their belief and obedience to their God is in their 
hearts and they therefore do not need to demonstrate it practically. 
Unfortunately, this foolish mentality has infected many Muslims who believe 
they possess a pure faithful heart even though they fail to fulfil the 
obligatory duties of Islam. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, has clearly declared in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn 
Majah, number 3984, that when one's heart is pure the body becomes pure 
which means their actions become correct. But if one's heart is corrupt the 
body becomes corrupt which means their actions will be corrupt and 
incorrect. Therefore, the one who does not obey Allah, the Exalted, by 
fulfilling their duties practically can never have a pure heart. 


In addition, demonstrating one's faith in Allah, the Exalted, practically is 
their proof and evidence which is required on Judgment Day in order to be 


granted Paradise. Not having this practical evidence is as silly as a student 
who hands back a blank exam paper to their teacher claiming their 
knowledge is in their mind so they therefore do not need to write it down by 
answering the exam questions. The same way this student would 
undoubtedly fail so will a person who reaches Judgment Day without the 
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of fulfilling His commands, 
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience, even if 
they possess faith in their heart. 


“And We saved those who believed and used to fear Allah.” 


Even though there is no doubt that the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, is 
infinite and can overcome all sins. And giving up hope in the infinite mercy 
of Allah, the Exalted, is defined as unbelief in chapter 12 Yusuf, verse 87: 


“...Indeed, no one despairs of relief from Allah except the disbelieving 
people.” 


Yet, none the less it is extremely important for Muslims to understand a 
fact. Namely, a Muslim has not been guaranteed to leave this world with 
their faith meaning, a Muslim is in danger of dying as a non-Muslim. This is 
the greatest loss. If this happens it does not take a scholar to conclude 
where this person will reside in the hereafter. This can occur when a 
Muslim persists on sins especially, major sins, such as drinking alcohol and 
failing to offer their obligatory prayers and reaches their end without 
sincerely repenting from their sins. This is the reason why Muslims must 
sincerely repent from all their sins and strive to fulfil all their obligatory 
duties as this is a task they can undoubtedly fulfil. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, 
verse 286: 


“Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...” 


They should not be fooled into believing they possess hope in the mercy of 
Allah, the Exalted. As true hope in the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, is 
supported by obedience to Allah, the Exalted, through actions. This 
involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing 
destiny with patience. Failing to do this and then expecting the mercy and 
forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, is not hope in His mercy it is merely 
wishful thinking which has no weight or significance. This has been clearly 
warned by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2459. 


“And We saved those who believed and used to fear Allah.” 


Even though the number of Muslims have increased over time it is obvious 
that the strength of Muslims has only decreased. Each Muslim irrespective 
of the strength of their faith believes in the authenticity of the Holy Quran as 
doubting it would cause them to lose their faith. In the following verse Allah, 
the Exalted, has given the key to obtaining superiority and success which 
would remove the weakness and grief Muslims are experiencing all around 
the world. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 139: 


“So do not weaken and do not grieve, and you will be superior if you are 
[true] believers.” 


Allah, the Exalted, has made it clear that Muslims only need to become true 
believers in order to achieve this superiority and success in both worlds. 
True belief involves fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining 
from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience according to the 
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him. This includes the duties towards Allah, the Exalted, and those towards 
people, such as loving for others what one loves for themself which has 
been advised in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2515. This 
requires one to learn and act on Islamic teachings. Through this attitude 
was success and superiority granted to the Companions, may Allah be 
pleased with them. And if Muslims desire to achieve it then they must 
return to this rightly guided attitude. As Muslims believe in the Holy Quran 
they should understand this simple teaching and act on tt. 


“And We saved those who believed and used to fear Allah.” 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4297, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that a day would 
soon come when other nations would attack the Muslim nation and even 
though they would be great in number they would be deemed 
insignificant by the world. Allah, the Exalted, would remove the fear of 
Muslims from the hearts’ of the other nations. This would occur because 
of the Muslim nation’s love for the material world and their hatred for 
death. 


The Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, were small in 
number yet, they overcame entire nations whereas the Muslims today 
are greater in number yet, have no social or political influence in the 
world. This is because the Companions, may Allah be pleased with 
them, lived their lives according to the teachings of Islam thereby, 
favouring and preparing for the hereafter over enjoying the lawful 
pleasures of this world. Whereas, most of the Muslims today have 
adopted the opposite mind-set. It is important to understand that the root 
of all sins is the love of the material world. This is because any sin which 
is committed is done out of love and desire for it. The material world can 
be split into four aspects: fame, fortune, authority and one's social life, 
such as their relatives and friends. It is in the excess pursuit of these 
things which lead to sins, such as earning unlawful wealth out of love for 
fortune. It is why a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2376, 
warns that love for wealth and authority is more destructive to one's faith 
than the destruction two hungry wolves would cause if they were let 
loose on a herd of sheep. Whenever people seek the excess of these 
aspects of the material world it always leads to disobedience of Allah, 
the Exalted. When this occurs the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, is 
removed which leads to nothing but trouble. 


Even though, some Muslims believe pursuing the excess things of the 
material world is harmless it is something the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, warned against in many Hadiths such 
as the one found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3158. He warned that he did 
not fear poverty for Muslims. What he feared was that Muslims would 
pursue the excess of this material world, such as excess wealth, and this 
would cause them to compete with each other over it and this would lead 
to their destruction. As warned in this Hadith this was the behaviour of 
the past nations. 


As the material world is limited it is obvious that people would have to 
compete over it if they desired more than their necessities. This 
competition would cause them to adopt the characteristics which 
contradict the character of a true Muslim, such as envy and enmity for 
others. They would stop caring for each other as they are too busy 
competing in gathering and hoarding the material world. And they would 
contradict the advice given in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 
6011, which advises that Muslims should act like one body when any 
part of the body suffers from an illness the rest of the body shares in the 
pain. This competition would drive a Muslim to stop loving for others 
what they love for themself which is a characteristic of a true believer 
according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2515, as they 
desire to outdo their fellow Muslims in worldly things. Persisting on this 
competition will cause a Muslim to love, hate, give and withhold all for 
the sake of the material world instead of for the sake of Allah, the 
Exalted, which is an aspect of perfecting one's faith according to a 
Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681. This competition is 
the difference between the Companions, may Allah be pleased with 
them, and many of the Muslims today. 


If Muslims desire to regain the strength and influence Islam once had 
they must strive and prioritise preparing for the hereafter over striving for 
obtaining and hoarding the excess of this material world. This must 
occur from an individual level until it affects the whole nation. 
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